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MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LATE  REV.  RALPH  WARD,  OF  S7DNET  COL¬ 
LEGE,  CAMBRIDGE,  UNDER  THE  TUITION  OF  MR.  ELIAS 

PAUSON. 

While  at  the  university  he  found  much  benefit  by  the  ministry 
of  Mr.  S.  Hammond,  fellow  of  Magdalene  College  and  preacher 
at  St.  Giles’s,  who  was  the  instrument  of  hb  conversion.  When 
he  first  began  in  earnest  to  apply  his  thoughts  to  religious  matters, 
he  found  himself  in  great  perplexity,  but  by  Mr.  Hammond’s  advice 
was  relieved.  He  was  very  diligent  in  his  studies,  and  noted  for 
his  proficiency.  He  began  his  ministry  at  Dcnby  chapel,  in  Pennys- 
ton  parish,  Yorkshire,  where  he  was  bom.  Mr.  Hammond,  on 
leaving  the  university  to  settle  at  Bishops-Warcmouth,  recom¬ 
mended  him  as  chaplain  to  colonel  Fenswick,  whose  regiment  re¬ 
mained  at  Leith,  after  the  battle  at  Dunbar.  Mr.  Ward  began  to 
preach  at  Leith  in  August,  1651,  and  was  much  respected;  but 
going  the  year  after  to  visit  his  friends  in  Yorkshire,  they*  pre¬ 
vented  his  return;  and  in  1653  he  was  fixed  at  Wolsingham  in 
Durham,  and  was  ordained  September  14th.  After  this,  he  visited 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  took  his  degree  of  M.  A.  at  both  univer-  * 
sides,  and  retumin^^  to  Wolsingham  (a  benefice  of  1 50/.  per  ann.) 
applied  himself  vigorously  to  his  work.  He  laboured  hard  on 
the  Sabbath,  and  went  on  the  week-days  from  house  to  house,  to 
inquire  after  the  fruit  of  his  labours.  The  poor  he  invited  to  his 
house  once  or  twice  a  week  to  be  catechised  and  instructed,  pro- 
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mising  them  food  for  their  bodies,  if  thejr  would  mind  the  good  of 
their  souls.  But  he  found  to  his  sorrow,  that  they  soon  grew 
weary;  and  his  hearers  who  were  in  better  circumstances,  though 
they  carried  it  respectfully  to  him,  generally  declined  his  personal 
applications.  On  account  of  this  and  some  other  difficulties,  he 
accepted  an  invitation  to  the  sequestered  living  of  Hartbom,  where 
his  income  was  less  but  his  prospect  of  success  greaiter.  Here  he 
did  much  service  in  a  little  time.  Soon  after  the  restoration,  the 
former  incumbent  dispossessed  him;  when  he  retired  to  New¬ 
castle,  and  kept  school;  having  many  gentlemen’s  sons.  He  also 
preached  occasionally  for  Mr.  Hammond  and  Mr.  Durant,  then 
ministers  there,  till  they  were  all  called  to  Durham,  to  give  their 
reasons  why  they  did  not  comply  with  the  act  of  unifb’Tiihy.  He 
then  retired  and  lived  privately ;  but  after  some  time  became  do¬ 
mestic  chaplain  to  the  learned  and  worthy  Sir  John  Hewley  of 
York  in  whose  family  he  was  greatly  respected  and  singularly  use¬ 
ful.  The  Oxfofri^t  forced  him  to  retire  from  this  cityf^bot  it  was 
not  long  before  be  returned  and  lived  with  his  own  family,  preach¬ 
ing  privately  without  disturbance.  Here  he  wore  out  more  than 
thirty  years  of  his  life  in  labours  and  sufiferings- 

On  the  indulgence  in  1672,  he  began  his  public  ministry  in  that 
city;  and  soon  had  a  very  flourishing  congregation.  He  constantly 
preached  twice  every  Lord’s  day,  without  any  assistance,  till  his 
strength  failed  him;  and  for  near  twenty  years,  after  prayer,  ex¬ 
pounded  part  of  a  chapter.  He  had  a  lecture  every  fortnight,  and 
administered  the  Lord’s  Supper  every  six  weeks.  For  many  years 
he  repes^ed  his  sermons  every  Tuesday  morning,  and  bad  days 
for  conference  with  his  people,  and  for  answering  queationt  in 
(tivinity.  He  had  also  set  times  for  philosophical  disputations  with 
some  young  scholars  in  the  city;  besides  diligently  catechising 
youth ;  putting  parents  and  roasters  upon  that  work;  visiting  the 
sick,  and  resolving  the  doubtful.  He  fi*equently  went  into  the 
villages  and  preached  on  the  week  days,  when  he  could  not  appear 

in  the  city.  All  this  was  the  labour  of  love;  and  his  success  added 

*- 

much  to  bis  pleasure  in  it;  for  many  heartily  blessed  God  for  bis 
exertions- 

The  devil,  however,  would  not  suffer  him  to  live  without  dis¬ 
turbance.  He  met  with  some  opposition  in  bis  ministry  before 
Charles’s  indulgence,  nor  was  he  free  afterwards.  He  was  put  into 
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the  •pirkual  ccmrt  by  the  churchwarden,  and  excomrounicrted  fi>r 
deaerting  his  parish  ^hurch,  and  not  receiving  the  sacrament  there. 
The  excommunication  was  renewed  from  year  to  year,  and  was 
driven  to  a  cafmBj  which  coming  out  every  term,  either  confined 
hhn  to  hts  house,  or  obliged  him  to  be  very  cautious  in  going  out. 
Sometimes  he  escaped  when  writs  were  out  against  him,  by  being 
Civoured  with  private  notice.  In  1 682  he  was  fined  20/.  at  another 
time  40/.  upon  information  itgainst  him  for  a  conventicle.  He  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  quarter  sessions,  and  was  discharged  by  the  jury. 
His  doors  were  broken  open  in  the  night,  and  his  house  searched 
in  the  day  time;  sometimes  professedly  for  Mr.  Ward,  sometimes 
pretendedly  for  some  persons  disaffected  to  government.  In  1 684 
he  was  taken  on  the  Lord’s  day,  at  a  gentleman’s  house,  with  all 
the  hearers,  and  informed  against  for  a  riot:  quod  vi  et  armU^ 
riot09i  et  routoe^  aeeetnbhvere^  in  terrotem  regie  subditoruniy  See. 
He  gave  bail  for  Jiis  appearance  at  the  assizes,  when  judge  Jeffe¬ 
ries,  then  coming  the  northern  circuit,  abounded  iir  raillery;  but 
Mr.  Ward  behaved  before  him  with  great  calmness  and  prudence. 
A  cctftiae  was  served  upon  him  in  the  open  court  by  the  ecclesias¬ 
tical  officers.  For  the  riot  (so  called)  he  was  fined  50/.  and  left  a 
prisoner.  A  tfduvmue  also  was  afterwards  sent  to  the  jailer  from 
the  sheriffs,  to  detain  him  on  account  of  five  20/.  fines,  out  of  the 
Rxchequevy  for  not  surrendering  his  body  within  six  days  after 
proclamation;  though  neither  the  bishop’s  eignijicavit^  nor  the 
king’s  writ  gave  any  addition  to  bis  name,  either  of  gentleman^  or 
any  other  title,  according  to  the  statute  of  5  Hen.  V.  c.  1.;  the 
want  of  which  rendered  the  forfeiture  void,  by  statute  of  5  Eliz. 
e.  23.  And  yet  he  was  still  kept  prisoner  upon  Ouse  bridge.  Here¬ 
upon  he  and  his  fellow  prisoner,  Mr.  Andrew  Taylor  (that  public-* 
spirited  merchant,  who  opened  his  doors  for  private  meetings  in 
the  straitest  times)  petitioned  the  judge  at  the  next  assize,  but  in 
vain.  His  imprisonment  was  continued;  but  he  was  allowed  to 
preach  on  the  Lord’s  day  to  several  that  went  to  visit  him,  which 
alleviated  his  bonds. 

When  James  II.  opened  the  prison  doors  by  his  declaration 
Mr.  Taylor  was  liberated  by  the  king’s  special  order,  without 
paying  any  fine,  having  been  illegally  prosecuted.  The  great  expen¬ 
ses  which  the  court  alleged  they  had  been  at,  kept  Mr.  W ard  still 
prisoner;  but  at  length  the  matter  was  compromised;  so  that  upon 


his  paying  40/.  they  gave  him  their  absolution^  Biarch  Sth,  1685, 
and  he  received  his  qtdetuB  from  the  Exchequer  in  June,  1686. 
Being  restored  to  his  liberty,  he  returned  to  his  work  with  the 
same  ardour  to  da  good  as  before,  but  not  with  the  same  strength 
of  body,  his  health  being  much  impaired  by  his  long  confinement; 
so  that  he  engaged  Mr.  Noah  Ward  to  assist  him  every  third  Sab¬ 
bath.  As  his  sti'ength  now  sensibly  declined,  and  he  found  his 
en/d  approaching,  he  was  intent  upon  making  suitable  preparaUon. 
He  met  death,  not  with  a  stoical  insensibity,  but  with  the  reveren¬ 
tial  fear  and  tried  faith  of  a  Christian.  When  a  certain  pious  lady, 
who  had  much  respect  for  him,  came  to  pay  him  a  visit,  he  said 
to  her,  among  other  things,  I  hope  I  can  say  this.  That  in  sim¬ 
plicity  and  godly  sincerity,  not  with  fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the 
grace  of  God,  I  have  had  my  conversation  in  the  world.”  He  ex¬ 
pired  March  13th,  1691,  aged  62. 

Mr.  Ward  was  a  thinking  man,  of  a  solid  and  discerning 
judgment,  but  not  lavish  of  his  words.  He  was  a  substantial  divine, 
well  acquainted  with  systematical,  casuistical  and  polemical  divi¬ 
nity;  particularly  with  the  Popish,  Arminian,  and  Socinian' con¬ 
troversies.  He  was  of  a  bold  spirit,  and  undaunted  in  his  work; 
but  had  prudence  and  meekness  so  to  regulate  his  courage,  that 
while  it  kept  him  true  to  his  own  conscience,  it  made  him  not 
justly  offensive  to  others.  He  was  eminently  pious.  All  his  ser¬ 
mons  were  preached  oVer  twice;  first  to  himself  and  then  to 
others.  His  motto  was,  Vive  ut  vivas.  He  was  much  in  prayer. 
He  was  not  afraid  of  his  own  company,  but  delighted  in  solilo¬ 
quies,  and  kept  his  heart  with  all  diligence.  He  was  excellent  in 
all  relations.  His  family  was  a  well  ordered  church.  His  friendship 
was  safe,  edifying  and  honourable.  In  a  word,  all  the  characters  of 
a  worthy  gospel  minister  met  in  him.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  his  people,  when  he  was  driven 
away  from  them; 

Dear  Friends, 

1  cannot  now,  through  want  of  opportunity,  serve  you  in  the 
work  of  the  gospel  as  I  would:  but  that  I  may  not  be  totally  want¬ 
ing  to  you;  that  I  may  show  my  longing  desire  after  your  good, 
and  spiritual  health,  and  that  my  labours  among  you  may  not  be 
in  vain,  1  have  writ  these  lines  to  put  you  in  remembrance  of 


:ii4iat  you  have  been  taught^  and  to  exhort  you  unto,  and  encourage 
you  In,  your  present  duty.  In  the  cour^  of  my  ministry  I  have 
endeavoured  to  discover  the  apostacy  of  man  from  his  Maker;  the 
glorious  and  wonderful  mystery  of  redemption  by  Jesus  Chirst; 
the  covenant  of  grace,  both  what  is  promised  and  what  is  required 
in  it.  You  have  heard  that  it  is  impossible  to  please  God  without 
fiuth,  and  to  escape  everiasting  wrath  without  repentance;  that 
these  are  the  g^fts  of  God  through  Christ,  in  the  use  of  the  means 
he  hath  appealed;  and  that  therefore  they  that  want  them  must 
be  diligent  in  the  use  of  means  for  obtaining  them:  prayer,  read¬ 
ing,  hearing,  conference,  &c.  and  must  look  for  the  promise  of 
the  Spirit  of  the  Father,  by  the  Son;  that  this  promise  being  made 
good,  ^  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  may  set  them  free 
from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.’*  That  it  is  the  duty  of  those  who 
profess  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus,  to  walk  worthy  of  that  high  and 
holy  calling  wherewith  they  are  called,  being  fruitful  in  every  good 
work.  You  have  heard  that  a  Christian’s  work  is  soul  seandiing,  self 
judging,  and  sin  mortifying  work;  that  we  must  crucify  the  flesh 
with  the  affections  'and  lusts  thereof:  that  it  is  sinful,  and  unbe¬ 
coming  Christians,  to  be  piXHid,  passionate,  worldly,  wanton,  vain 
i  and  frothy  in  discourse,  intemperate,  fraudulent  and  deceitful,  sloth- J 
fill,  idle,  careless  or  unwatchful,  or  mispenders  of  precious  time/1 
You  have  also  heard  that  a  name  to  live,  if  we  be  dead,  will  noO 
profit  us;  that  the  Lord  looks  not  at  the  outward  appearance,  but  air 
the  heart;  and  requires  truth  in  the  inward  parts:  And  lastly,  that 
if  we  will  be  Ch list’s  disciples  indeed,  we  must  deny  oureelveef 
take  up  our  cross  daily  and  follow  him;  that  it  is  not  he  that 
drav99  dacky  but  he  that  endures  to  the  end  that  shall  be  saved;  and 
that  therefore  it  greatly,  concerns  us  to  look  upon  what  foundation 
we  are  built,  and  that  the  sincerity  of  our  love  to  our  dearest  Lord 
and  Redeemer  appears  in  sticking  close  to  him  in  a  day  of  trial, 
and  being  willing  to  suffer  tlie  loss  of  all,  that  we  may  win  Christ, 
and  keep  faith  and  a  good  conscience  to  the  end  of  our  days. 
These,  things  my  dear  friends  and  bi'ethren,  you  have  heard  in 
some  measure  opened  to  you,  and  have  received  them:  though 
alas !  with  much  weakness  dicovered  by  the  instrument:  but  the 
word  of  God  is  sure,  lively,  and  powerful.  Life  and  death  have 
been  set  before  ^ou:  therefore  ehuse  Ufey  that  you  may  live.  What 
now  remains,  but  that  I  should  exhort,  persuade  and  press  you. 
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t9  took  to  yourHlv€9y  tvtty  ooe  of  70U  in  ptrticukr  that  yu  rt^ 
ceiPt  not  the  grace  qf  God  in  vain;  and  that  both  my  account 
and  youi>  may  be  with  joy^  and  not  with  grief.  For  this  end 
let  me, 

1.  Exhort  you  to  hoid  foot  the  truth  injfuth  and  love.  Both  are 
necessary,  that  we  may  hokl  &st  our  profession  without  wavering. 
If  we  mix  not  the  word  with  faith,  it  takes  no  root  in  us,  and  will 
not  work  efifectually  in  us,  to  make  us  obedient  to  it.  As  faith 
comes  by  hearing  the  word  of  God,  so  obedience  comes  by  be¬ 
lieving  it  to  be  the  word  of  God.  When  the  authority  and  majesty 
of  the  Lord  is  seen  in  the  word,  it  will  cause  the  soul  to  tremble 
at  it,  and  make  it  afraid  of  slighting  it,  and  walking  contrary  to  it. 
One  great  reason  of  our  unprofitableness  has  been  the  want  of 
fidth;  therelbre  let  me  beseech  you  to  eye  the  Lord  in  what  hath 
been,  or  may  be,  spoken  to.  you  by  any  of  his  messengers,  and 
stir  up  yourselves  to  the  exercise  of  fiuth.  You  must  also  have 
love  to  the  truth,  if  you  would  hold  it  fiut.  Love  will  cause  you  to 
ruminate  upon  what  you  have  heard,  to  hide  it  in  your  hearts,  and 
make  improvement  of  it,  for  your  furtherance  in  communion  with 
the  Lord,  and  obedience  and  conformity  to  him.  Love  will  help 
you  to  taste  Uie  sweetness  of  it;  and  what  you  find  to  be  so  sweet 
you  will  not  readily  part  with. 

3.  Let  me  beseech  you  to  exercUt  youreelvee  unto  godlineet 
daily.  This  consists  not  in  a  slight  performance  of  duty,  morning 
and  evening,  nor  in  the  length  of  duties,  nor  in  any  outward  ser¬ 
vice  whatsoever;  much  less  in  being  of  this  or  the  other  opinion, 
in  matters  circumstantial,  but  in  behokliog  God  through  faith, 
as  constantly  present  with  us;  in  a  dependence  on  him  for  strength 
to  enable  us  to  become  yb//owcr«  qf  hint  ae  dear  children ;  in  giving 
Up  our  hearts  to  him;  in  devoting  ourselves  to  be  his  servants,  to 
do  the  things  that  please  him;  in  sticking  close  to  him  both  in  love 
and  obedience;  in  keeping  our  hearte  vrith  all  diligence  that  we  do 
nc^  treacherously  depart  from  him;  in  doing  what  we  do,  not  only 
in  obedience  to  him,  but  for  his  honour  and  glory;  and  in  setting 
forth  his  praise  in  bur  generations. 

3.  Let  me  beseech  you  to  give  all  diligenee  to  make  your  calling 
and  election  nire.  Think  it  not  a  thing  either  impossible,  or  unne¬ 
cessary,  or  unprofitable.  Others  have  obtained  it  by- diligence;  and 
why  [may]  not  you?  If  we  wrestled  more  with  God  in  prayer, 
and  searched  our  own  hearts  more,  and  looked  more  seriously  for 
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the  wimes^g  of  the  Spirit,  and  stirring  up  our  hearts  more  to  the 
exercise  of  ^th,  repentance,  love,  and  obedience,  we  might  attain 
to  more  certain  evidence  that  we  are  the  called  of  God  according 
to  his  purpose.  And  what  profit  and  comfort  should  we  find  io 
this?  We  should  come  to  God  with  a  more  child  like  frame,  cx« 
perience  more  sweetness  in  communion  with  hun;  walk  more 
cheerfully  before  him;  taste  more  sweetness  in  ^very  enjoyment; 
find  our  hearts  more  enlarged  in  doing  God  service ;  be  more 
thankful  and  joyful  in  him,  and  more  ready  to  leave  this  world  and 
go  to  the  Father.  We  should  more  easily  conquer  death,  and  lay 
down  these  tabernacles  with  a  more  triumphant  hope  of  a  glorious 
resurrection;  and  be  more  contented  with  our  lot  and  portion  in 
this  life,  whatever  it  be.  Ob!  let  us  not  therefore  be  slotbfiil  in  thia 
business.  * 


4.  Get  your  hearts  and  afiecdoos  weaned  from  things  here, 
and  ter  ufion  thing$  aborue.  Is  not  your  treasure  above?  And  where 
should  your  hearts  be  but  where  that  is?  Is  not  your  life,  your 
portion  above?  Is  not  your  Christ,  your  dear  Redeemer^  your  ad* 
vocate  with  the  Father  above?  Is  not  your  country,  your  habitatioB, 
your  resting  place  above?  And  should  not  your  hope,  your  deure, 
your  love,  your  delight,  be.  above  also?  Consider  the  unoertaiiiCy 
of  things  below;  consider  what  present  providences  cidl  for.  Is 
not  the  Loid  shaking  our  hold  of  all  earthly  cnji^iiienti^  And 
shall  we  cross  the  providence  of  God#  and  be  glued  to  thoae 
things  from  which  he  is  beating  us  'oCT?  O  let  us  eye  providence, 
and  mind  what  the  Lord  is  speaking  to  us  by  iL  . 

5.  Be  kindly  affectumate  one  to  another  vrith  brotherkf  love»  Let 
love  he  without  dissimuladon.  Love  not  in  word  or  io  tongue  ooly# 
but  in  deed  and  truth.  Consider  your  relation  to  each  other.  Are 
you  not  living  members  of  the  same  body?  Consider  your  badge 
or  character  whereby^ou  are  known  to  be  Christ’s  disciples,  la 
it  not  by  loving  one  another?  This  will  make  you  true  and  fiuddui 
one  to  another.  This  will  knit  you  together,  and  make  you  willing 
to  serve  ope  another.  Let  not  your  love  be  for  opinion’s  sake,  but 
far  Christ’s,  and  the  truth’s  aake;  for  the  image  of  God  which 
you  bear,  and  profess  to  have  renewed  on  you.  Yea, dove  not 
them  only  that  love  you,  but  love  your  enemies,  and  do  good  to 

"them  that  hate  you,  that  you  may  be  the  children  of  your  heag 
venly  Father.  .  ' 
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6.  Prepare  for  suffering  greater  things.  Get  acquaintance  with 
the  truth)  and  labour  to  be  established  in  it,  that  you  may  know  it 
is  truth  you  suffer  for;  and  then  you  will  have  the  Lord  on  your 
side,  whoever  be  against  you.  Then  you  will  suffer  with  more  re¬ 
solution)  confidence  and  cheerfulness.  Then  may  you  look  on 
your  sufferings,  not  as  your  shame,  but  your  glory  and  honour; 
not  as  a  token  of  God’s  hatred,  but  love;  not  as  a  forerunner  of 
your  future  misery,  but  as  a  pledge  of  your  future  glory.  For  if 
you  suffer  with  Christ,  you  shall  reign  with  him. 

7.  Make  it  your  business  to  honour  the  Lord  in  the  stations 
wherein  he  hath  set  you,  to  render  your  profession  more  amiable 
and  beautiful  to  those  who  observe  you.  Let  your  children  and 
servants  fare  the  better  for  you.  .Be  you  instructors  of  the  simple, 
and  teachers  of  babes;  and  be  in  travsul  to  see  Christ  formed  in 
them.  Bear  with  patience  what  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  lay  on  you; 
knowing  it  is  by  faith  and  patience  we  must  look  to  inherit  the 
promises.  Beware  of  mispending  your  time,  but  account  it  yoiir 
duty  and  privilege  to  redeem  it,  for  your  good  and  the  g^ood  of 
others.  And  lastly,  be  importunate  with  the  Lord  that  there  may 
be  an  increase  of  those  who  are  faithful  to  him  in  the  midst  of  the 
land;  that  so  we  may  become  more  beautiful  and  glorious,  and 
there  may  be  a  healing  of  our  wounds;  that  both  pastors  and  peo¬ 
ple  may  rejoice  together  and  say,  the  Lord  hath  done  great  things 
for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad. 

These  arc  the  words  of  exhortation  which  I  beseech  you,  my 
dear  friends,  take  into  your  serious  consideration;  and  be  persuaded 
to  follow  the  counsel  given  you,  that  both  you  and  I  may  rejoice 
together  in  the  day  of  the  Lord:  That  though  we  be  now  sepa¬ 
rated  in  place,  not  in  heart,  we  may  be  running  in  the  same  race; 
and  if  it  be  the  good  pleasure  of  God  we  may  meet  ag^in,  with 
liberty  to  wait  on  the  Lord  in  the* ways  of  his  appointment:  how¬ 
ever,  we  may  meet  at  'ast  with  joy  and  gladness,  that  our  labours 
and  comnfonion  together  have  not  been  in  vain.  Now,  my  dear 
friends,  I  hope  you  will  not  forget  me.  And  my  request  for  you 
is,  that  “  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  God  even  our  Father,  who 
hath  loved  us  and  g^ven  us  everlasting  consolation,  and  good  hope 
through  grace,  would  comfort  your  hearts,  and  establish  you  in 
every  good  work.”  This  is  the  cordial  desire  and  prayer,  of  your 
faithful  friend  and  servant,  for  Jesus*  sake,  Ralph  Wars. 
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RELIGIOUS  AND  MORAL  ESSAYS. 


MODE  OF  EMBALMING  THE  DEAD. 

Joseph  commanded  his  servants^  the  physicians^  to  embalm  his 
hither:  and  the  physicians  embalmed  Israel.  And  forty  days  were 
fulfilled  for  him;  for  so  are  fulfilled  the  days  of  those  which  are 
embalmed. 

Joseph  died;  and  they  embalmed  him,  and  he  was  put  in  a 
coffin  in  Egypt.  Genesb,  1.  2,  3.  26. 

The  influence  of  a  sense  of  decency,  respect  for  our  own  na¬ 
ture  and  the  power  of  pity  and  of  natural  aflection  have  led  almost 
all  mankind  to  fulfil  the  rites  of  sepulture.  ^  The  burial  of  an 
ass,”  whose  carcase  is  exposed  to  the  elements,  or  to  dogs  and 
vultures,  is  in  the  divine  word,  stated  as  the  deserved  end  of  a 
wicked  man;  while  it  is  the  privilege  of  the  saint  to  ^  go  to  bis 
fiithers  in  peace,”  and  for  good  men  to  make  great  lamentation 
over  him.”  Different  nations  have,  however,  adopted  different 
modes  in  performing  the  last  offices  of  affection  for  their  dead.  By 
some  the  body  is  involved  in  leaves,  or  completely  covered  with 
wax ;  by  others  it  is  enclosed  in  a  coflin,  or  burnt  to  ashes.  Mem¬ 
phian  pyramids  and  Grecian  barrows  in  common  with  Indian 
heaps,  Roman  urns  and  grave-yard  hillocks,  are  but  so  many  me¬ 
morials,  raised  by  the  hand  of  pride  or  piety,  of  life  departed. 

The  method  employed  by  the  ancient  Egyptians  for  the  pre¬ 
serving  and  interment  of  their  dead  was  confined  almost  wholly 
to  themselves  The  physicians  who  attended  the  patient  while 
living,  were  the  persons  who  were  to  embalm  his  remains:  Rol- 
lin  from  Herodotus  and  Diodorus  thus  states  the  operation.  Many 
hands  were  employed  in  this  ceremony.  Soro^^drcw  the  brain 
through  the  nostrils,  by  an  instrument  made  for  that  purpose. 
Others  emptied  the  intestines  by  cutting  a  hole  in  the  side  with 
an  Ethiopian  stone  as  sharp  as  a  razor.  After  which  the  cavities 
were  filled  with  perfumes  and  various  odoriferous  drugs.  As  this 
evacuation,  which  was  necessarily  attended  with  some  dissections, 
seemed  in  some  measure  cruel  and  inhuman,  the  persons  em¬ 
ployed  fled  as  soon  as  the  operation  was  over,  and  were  pursued 
with  stones  by  the  standers  by.  But  those  who  embalmed  the 
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body  were  honourably  treated.  They  fiHed  it  with  myrrh,  cinna- 
mon  and  all  sorts  of^ spices.  After  a  certain  time  the  body  was 
swathed  in  long  fillets  which  were  glued  together  with  a  kind  of 
very  thin  gum,  and  then  crusted  them  over  with  the  most  exqui¬ 
site  perfumes.  By  these  means,  it  is  said,  that  the  entire  figure 
of  the  body;  the  very  lineaments  of  the  fiice,  and  the  hairs  on 
the  eyelids  and  eyebrows  were  preserved  in  their  natural  perfec¬ 
tion.  The  body,  thus  embalmed,  was  delivered  to  the  relations 
who  shut  it  up  in  a  kind  of  open  chest  fitted  exactly  to  the  size  of 
the  corpse;  then  they  placed  it  up  against  the  wall,  either  in  se¬ 
pulchres,  if  they  had  any,  or  in  their  houses.  These  embalmed 
bodies  are  now  what  we  call  mummies,  which  are  still  brought 
from  Egypt,  and  are  found  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious,*’  The 
expense  of  the  embalming  of  a  rich  person  amounted  to  about  a 
talent  of  silver,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  seven  pounds,  ten  shil¬ 
lings,  sterling.  The  mourning  of  the  friends  continued  forty  or 
seventy  days  according  to  the  quality  of  the  deceased.  Many  of 
these  mummies  have  lately  been  found  in  Egypt,  in  the  greatest 
perfection;  some  of  which  are  preserved  in  the  museums  in 
England,  in  an  entire  state,  with  the  features  and  hair  quite  per¬ 
fect;  though  they  dictl  two  or  three  thousand  years  ago. 

The  idea  of  embalming  dead  bodies  was  probably  suggested 
by  the  circumstance,  that  burying  was  not  practicable  at  the  time 
of  the  inundations  of  the  Nile.  This  is  the  more  likely  as  the 
Egpytians  we  are  informed  were  averse  to  burning  the  remains. 
It  is  a  little  singular  that  the  Persians  would  not  bum  their  dead 
because  they  considered  fire  as  a  god;  and  ,that  the  Egyptians 
would  not,  because  fire  was  viewed  by  them  as  a  devouring  mon¬ 
ster.  Embalming  was  not  confined  to  human  bodies.  The  cat, 
the  ibis,  the  dog  and  the  crocodile  were  venerated  as  deities;  and 
when  any  of  them  died,  the  Egyptians  lamented  their  removal, 
as  they  would  a  beloved  child.  They  were  willing  even  to  impo¬ 
verish  their  families  could  they  but  testify  their  zeal  by  pompous 
funeral  rites.  When  a  dog  or  a  cat  in  a  family  was  dead,  they 
wrapped  the  animal  in  linen,  embalmed  it  with  aromatic  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  placed  it  in  its  coffin  with  solemnity  and  awe.  So  de« 
praved  and  benighted  is  the  heart  of  an  idolator. 

It  has  been  frequently,  but  we  think  mistakenly  supposed,  that 
the  body  of  Jesus  Christ  was  embalmed.  It  was  “  wound  in  linen 


clothes  wiUi  the  spices^  as  the  manner  of  the  Jews  is  to  bury.^ 
But  the  myrrh  and  the  aloes  appear  to  have  been  intended  not  to  • 
preserve  but  to  perfume.  The  spices  were  brought  by  the  womeoi 
not  to  be  placed  within  the  body,  but  for  the  express  purpose  of 
anointing  their  Lord.  It  was,  indeed,  quite  unnecessary  to  have 
embalmed  the  holy  one  who  was  not  to  see  corruption.  From 
Mme  passages  in  their  writings,  it  seems  probable,  that  frugality 
at  funerals  was  by  the  Jews  carefully  studied.  It  would  be  well 
were  gentiles  to  imitate  their  example.  Costly  interments  may 
gratify  the  pride  of  the  living,  but  they  are  pernicious  in  their 
influence.  They  detract  from  that  solemnity  death  creates,  and 
tempt  the  poorer  classes,  after  an  expensive  sickness,  to  ^feel  the 
sense  of  mortification  or  to  incur  the  debts  of  imprudence  and 
fbWy.  ^  Let  the  wrapping^  or  grave  clothes,  ^  says  Juchasin’’  be  of 
white  linen,  and  let  not  the  pnce  of  them  be  dear;  for  it  is  for¬ 
bidden  to  bury  in  wrappings  of  silk,  or  broidered  garments,  even 
to  a  prince  in  Israel;  for  this  is  pride  and  destruction,  and  the 
work  of  the  gentiles.**  Maimonides  speaking  of  the  napkin  with 
which  the  mouth  of  a  dead  person  is  tied  up,  says,  The  wise 
men  introduced  a  custom  of  using  a  napkin  of  the  same  value 
not  exceeding  a  penny;  that  he  might  not  be  ashamed,  who  had 
not  one  so  good  as  another.**  And  again :  Formerly  they  used 
to  uncover  the  faces  of  the  rich,  and  cover  the  faces  of  the  poor, 
who  were  black  with  want;  and  the  poor  were  ashamed :  where¬ 
fore  they  ordered  that  they  should  cover  the  face,  of  all,  for  the 
honour  of  the  poor.** 

In  defence  of  the  homage  paid  by  the  Egyptians  to  animals, 
it  has  been,  by  them  alleged,  that  the  gods,  when  men  of  other 
nations  rebelled  against  them,  hastened  into  Egypt  and  there  un- 
der  the  form  of  bulls,  lions,  cats,  &c.  resided.  So  in  justification 
of  their  embalming,  it  has  been  pretended  that  as  they  were  the 
prime  authors  of  the  doctrine  of  transmigration,  afterwards 
adopted  by  Pythagoras,  it  was  their  belief  that  the  spirit  might 
not*  only  for  a  while  inhabit  some  other  form,  but  if  the  body  were 
wen  preserved,  return  perhaps,  again  to  its  human  mansion.  On 
such  a  subject  speculation  is  commonly  trivial.  It  will  conduce  to 
greater  profit  to  reflect  on  our  own  subjection  to  death,  and  to 
seek  preparation  for  the  final  hour;  to  look  to  the  cold  habitation 
of  the  grave  with  composure,  since  our  bodies  as  well  as  our 


spirits  are  intrusted  to  the  faithful  charge  of  the  great  Redeemer, 
and  with  a  lively  faith  to  wait  the  period  when  the  o^rruptible 
shall  put  on  incorruption,  and  the  mortal,  immortality.  P. 


MISCELLANY,  ORIGINAL  AND  SELECTED. 

For  the  Evangelical  Intelligencer, 
TEMPTATION. 

A  SECOND  LETTER  FROM  AN  AFFECTIONATE  FATHER  TO  HIS  SON. 

Mt  DEAR  SON, 

That  same  paternal  love  which  induced  me  in  my  last  to 
open  to  your  view,  some  of  the  sources  of  temptation,  urges  me 
in  the  present  to  point  you  to  the  means  by  which,  with  the 
aids  of  divine  grace,  you  may  be  enabled  to  avoid  or  stem  the 
dangerous  current.  These  are,  vigilance  and  supplication.  ^  We 
made  our  prayer  unto  our  God,  said  Nehemiah,  and  set  a  watch 
against  them  day  and  night.’*  The  Saviour’s  command  is  ^  watch 
and  pray.” 

The  passages  of  scripture  which  describe  Christians  as  vratch- 
men,  leave  it  implied,  that  in  this  present  world  night  prevails 
and  that  mankind  all  around  are  involved  in  slumber  and  ima¬ 
ginary  security.  I’hey  are  saying  ‘‘  peace  and  safety;  but  sud¬ 
den  destruction  cometh  upon  tliem;  and  they  shall  not  escape.” 
Amid  the  gloom,  spiritual  watchmen  should  be  heard  crying  to 
one  another,  let  us  not  sleep  as  do  others;  but  let  us  watch  and 
be  sober.”  Nor  is  the  present  world  merely  a  state  of  darkness, 
there  are  dangers  too;  midnight  beasts  are  prowling;  midnight 
thieves  may  assail  us,  or  midnight  flames  enkindle.  Is  a  brother 
watchman  seen  dosing  at  his  post,  let  us  tell  him,  the  night  is 
far  spent,  the  day  is  at  hand,”  and  ^  knowing  the  time,  that  it  is 
high  time  to  awake  out  of  sleep ;”  or  as  Mr.  Henry  expresses  it, 
it  is  gospel  time;  it  is  the  accepted  time;  it  is  working  time;  it 
is  a  time  when  more  is  expected  than  was  in  the  times  of  that 
ignorance  which  God  winked  at.  It  is  high  time  to  awake,  for 
the  sun  is  up;  others  are  awake  and  up  about  us;  it  is  a  busy  Ume, 
we  have  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do,  and  our  master  is  calling  us 
to  do  it  again  auid  agsdn.  It  is  a  perilous  time,  the  Philisdnes  are 
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upon  us;  our  neighbour’s  house  is  on  fire,  and  our  own  is  in 
danger.  It  is  time  to  aMrake^  for  we  have  slept  enough;  high  time 
indeed!  for  behold  the  bridegroom  cometh.” 

Watch,  my  dear  son,  the  tenor  of  your  meditations  and  the 
tendency  of  your  affections.  Set  a  watch  upon  your  lips  that  you 
offend  not  with  your  tongue.  Watch  the  fooUteps  of  the  aged  and 
experienced  in  the  service  of  Jesus,  and,  as  far  as  they  follow  Jesus, 
resolve  to  follow  them.  Watch  against  the  influence  of  vain  and 
carnal  society,  ag^nst  the  maxims  it  maintains,  the  flishions  it 
exhibits,  and  the  mazes  in  which  it  delights  to  sport.  In  a  word 
suffer  me  to  exhort  you,  my  child,  to  watch  against  an  unwatch- 
fiil  temper.  Dr.  Johnson  observes  that  he  who  is  at  leisure  to  be 
careless  in  his  worldly  transactions  is  on  the  way  to  poverty.” 
With  equal  propriety  may  we  insist  that  ^  he  who  is  secure  and  * 
indifferent  in  religion,  is  in  the  path  of  backsliding,  and  in  danger 
of  a  fearful  fall.” 

But  all  your  vigilance  will  be  insufikient  unless  it  be  combined 
with  fervent  prayer.  The  policy  and  energy  of  Satan,  with  the 
world  and  the  flesh  in  his  train,  is  too  great  for  the  efforts  of  the 
unassisted  believer.  Many  of  the  saints  of  God  have  found  occa¬ 
sion  to  adopt  the  sentiments,  so  happily  expressed  by  the  pious 
Mr.  Newton. 

% .  :  I  triumph’d  at  a  distancer*^^^*^ 

While  he  was  out  of  sight; 

But  faint  was  my  resistance 
'  4  ,  When  forc’d  to  join  in  fight. 

(  ^  *  He  broke  my  sword  in  shivers, 

^  -  And  pierc’d  my  boasted  shield; 

Laugh’d  at  my  vain  endeavours^  _ 

And  drove  me  fix>m  the  field.  ^  ^ 


Satan  will  not  be  braved,' 

By  such  a  worm  as  I; 

Then  let  me  learn  with  David, 
To  trust  in  the  Most  High; 

To  plead  the  name  of  Jesus, 
And  use  the  sling  of  pray’r; 
Thus  arm’d  when  Satan  sees  us, 
He’ll  tremble  and  despair. 


'  In  supplication  the  good  man  lays  IkM  of  die  strength  of  his 
Ck>d>  which  akme  victoiy  can  be  obtmned.  In  prayer  he  sees 
his  deliverer  at  hand;  he  draws  nigh  to  him,  and  under  the  sha¬ 
dow  of  his  wings,  finds  safety.  In  prayer  the  soul  is  strengthened. 
It  does  not,  like  Parts,  polish  the  armour  merely  to  be  pleased  with 
its  brilliance;  but  like  David,  it  grasps  the  bag,  runs  to  the  brook, 
charges  the  sling,  and,  hastening  to  the  adversary,  cries  ont,  ^  I 
come  unto  thee,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts.”  An  old  di¬ 
vine  used  to  say,  **  Praying  will  make  a  man  leave  off  sinning,  or 
sinning  will  make  a  man  leave  off  praying.”  In  proportion  as  it  is 
the' tendency  of  prayer  to  oppose  sinful  propensities  it  contributes 
to  our  md  against  temptation. 

The  arguments  I  might  use,  my  son,  to  urge  your  attention  to 
these  holy  duties  are  almost  numberless.  I  trust  that  to  many  of 
them  you  arc  no  stranger.  Your  adversary,  is  ever  watchful,  be 
therefore  sober  and  vigilant.  It  is  the  devil’s  dishonour,  and  yet 
considering  his  malignant  temper,  it  is  your  mercy  that  he  can 
only  watch;  you,  through  grace,  can  watch  and  pray.  There  is  so 
near  a  connexion  between  temptation  and  sin,  that  if  you  would 
avoid  the  latter  you  must  watch  against  the  former.  «  Can  a  man 
take  fire  in  his  bosom  and  his  clothes  not  be  burnt?  Can  he  go  on 
hot  coals  and  his  feet  not  be  burnt?”  Sin  will  look  less  and  less 
monstrous  in  proportion,  as  with  good  will  you  contemplate  its 
features,  until  it  shall  have  attained  in  your  deluded  fancy,  the 
agreeableness  of  an  angbl  of  light. 

Look  at  the  mischiefs  that  arise  from  a  partey  with  temptation 
in  our  first  parents.  Eden  has  become  a  wilderness;  and  sin,  death 
and  the  grave  are  triumphing  through  our  world.  No  wonder  that 
at  such  a  sight  the  poet  should  exclaim, 

“  Fly  from  the  false  deceiver’s  tongue, 

Ye  sons  of.  Adam  fly 
Our  parents  found  the  snare  too  strong. 

Nor  should  die  children  try.” 

Let  the  histories  of  David  and  of  Peter  never  be  forgotten.  O 
be  concerned,  my  dear  son,  that  sin  be  destroyed  in  its  beginnings. 
It  is  said  that  on  the^  banks  of  the  Nile  there  are  innumerable 
vultures,  which,  when  the  crocodile  has  deposited  its  eggs  in  the 
sands,  on  its  retiring,  fly  down  and  devour  diem:  by  which  means 
the  God  of  nature  prevents  the  spread  of  the  destructive  animal 


tlutMigb  Ihe  country.  Teroptadon  it  a  cockatrke  egg;  to  pause  is 
to  incubate,  O  crush  ity  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord;  crush  it  at 
once*  Forget  not  the  character  you  sustain  as  a  professer  of  god- 
linessf  and  especially  forget  not  the  exomfilc  and  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He  was  tempted  and  is  able  to  succour.  He 
is  the  God  of  peace  and  will  bruise  Satan  under  our  feet  shortly. 

Your  dear  mother  sends  you  her  affectionate  love.  1  contkiuef 
my  dear  son,  your  anxious  and  loving  father.  O. 

ON  THE  LAWFULNESS  OF  OATHS. 

The  lawfulness  or  unlawfulness  of  oaths,  has  of  late  years, 
and  particularly  in  some  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
called  forth  considerable  discussion.  The  subsequent  attempt  to 
prove  their  consistency  with  the  authority  and  examples  of  scrip¬ 
ture,  has  been  sent  us  by  one  of  our  subscribers.  We  insert  it 
with  pleasure,  convinced  that  the  investigation  of  the  propriety  of 
a  measure  to  which  the  habits  of  society  so  frequently  call,  and  in 
which,  with  many,  conscience  is  so  much  interested,  cannot  be 
unwelcome  to  the  serious  and  inquiring  reader. 

It  is  said,  oaths  are  lawful  or  they  are  not  lawful.”  Matt. 
V.  33.  and  James  v.  13.  are  supposed  by  some  conclusive  that  they 
are  not  lawful.  In  the  passages  referred  to,  common  or  profane 
swearing,  as  well  as  swearing  by  creatures  or  inanimate  things, 
(practices  too  common  among  the  Jews,)  we  readily  admit  are 
expressly  forbidden.  Our  Saviour  had  a  particular  reference  to 
the  false  glosses  put  upon  the  scriptures  by  corrupt  teachers,  ra¬ 
ther  than  any  view  to  call  in  question  the  lawfulness  of  an  appeal 
to  God  upon  earth.  “  Wo  unto  you  blind  guides,  which  say 
whosoever  shall  swear  by  the  temple,  it  is  nothing!”  Matt,  xxiii. 
16.  Besides,  did  not  Christ  himself  give  testimony  upon  oath  in 
the  most  solemn  form  when  he  was  adjured  by  the  high  priest? 
Matt.  xxvi.  63.  Passages  almost  without  end  might  be  quoted* 
from  the  Old  Testament  to  prove  the  divine  origin  of  oathe,  I 
shall  however,  mention  the  following  only,  being  fully  aware  that 
those  who  arc  opposed  to  this  mode  of  giving  testimony,  are  un¬ 
willing  to  allow  due  weight  to  the  texts  referred  to  in  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament,  although  the  apostle  asserts,  that  “  all  scripture  is  given 
by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,”  &c.  unques¬ 
tionably  referring  to  Old  Testament  scripture. 


“  The  Lord  hath  sworn  and  will  not  repent.*’  Psalm  cx.  4. 
This  passage  is  quoted  by  the  apostle,  to  the  Hebrews.  Chap.  vii. 
21.  “  When  God  made  promise  to  Abraham  because  he  could 
swear  by  no  greater,  he  sware  by  himself.**  Heb.  vi.  13.  ‘‘  Men 
verily  swear  by  the  greater;  and  an  oath  for  confirmation  is  to 
them  an  end  of  all  strife.**  Exodus  xxii.  11.  “Wherein  God 
willing  more  abundantly  to  show  unto  the  heirs  of  promise  the 
immutability  of  his  counsel  confirmed  it  by  an  oath.**  Heb.  vi. 
16.  “  The  children  of  Israel  were  particularly  instructed  in  relation 
to  their  conduct  in  this  respect.**  Deut.  vi.  13.  “  Thou  shalt  swear 
by  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God.** 

In  examining  the  conduct  of  the  apostles  and  their  sentiments 
expressed  in  the  New  Testament,  do  we  not  frequently  find  them 
appealing  to  God  for  the  truth  of  their  assertions?  For  example, 
“  God  is  my  witness  I  God  knowethi’*  “  The  God  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  knoweth  that  I  lie  not.**  “  1  call  God  for  a 
record  upon  my  soul!**  “  God  is  my  record!  As  God  is  true,**  8cc. 
Those  who  rightly  perform  this  duty  consider  it  nearly  connected 
with  religion;  they  appeal  to  the  living  God  and  thereby  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  being  of  a  God;  that  he  is  the  searcher  of  hearts;  that 
he  will  reward  every  man  according  to  his  works;  that  there  will 
be  a  judgment  day;  and  in  short  there  are  few  of  the  truths  of 
Christianity,  which  are  not  more  or  less  implied  in  a  solemn  oath. 

It  has  been  objected  that  many  of  the  fathers  and  primitive 
Christians  who  succeeded  the  apostles,  refused  giving  testimony 
upon  oath;  to  which  it  may  be  replied  that  the  Roman  empire  being 
for  a  long  time  in  a  state  of  paganism,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
but  that  Christians  objected  to  giving  testimony  upon  oath  from  the 
connexion  which  subsisted  between  the  administration  of  oaths 
by  heathen  magistrates  and  an  implied  acknowledgment  of  hea¬ 
then  rites  and  superstitions  inconsistent  with  Christianity. 

And  here  let  me  inquire  whether  many  (I  allude  to  those  who 
have  no  conscientious  scruples  on  this  point)  who  choose  to  affirm, 
do  not  consider  this  mode  of  giving  testimony  as  being  liable  to 
less  responsibility,  and  consequently  allowing  themselves  a  greater 
liberty?  I  believe  there  are  those  who  would  not  hesitate  to  affirm 
an  untruth  publicly,  who  at  the  same  time  would  not  dare  to  make 
an  appeal  to  God  under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath.  H. 


ANATHBlfA. 


Iv  a  late  number  of  the  Intelligencer  we  introduced  the  fami* 
liar  and  beautiful  illustration  which  Dr.  Doddridge  has  given  of 
1  Cor.  xvi.  33.  If  any  man  love  not  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy  let  him 
be  Anathema  Maranatha.  We  here  present  our  readers  with  a  few 
supplementary  observations  on  the  term  Anathema. 

The  word  is  derived  from  the  Greek  and  I  lay  or 

place  aside.  It  corresponds  with  the  Hebrew  (cherem)  which  sig¬ 
nifies  any  object  separated  and  devoted  to  holy  purposes.  Such  is 
the  meaning  of  the  term  in  the  Septuaginty  l^evit.  xxvii.  28.  and  in 
the  New  Testament^  Luke  xxl.  5.  The  word  among  the  Greeks 
themselves  was  used  in  a  similar  sense.  Cups  of  goldy  curious  ^ 
medals,  the  garments  in  which  an  individual  was  saved  from] 
robbery  or  shipwreck,  the  chisels  with  which  the  statuary  had^ 
finished  a  superior  bust,  or  the  plough  whose  operation  had  been^ 
followed  with  an  abundant  harve^,  were  placed  on  the  walls  or  j 
the  floors  of  their  temples,  and  denominated  In  an  ’ 

ancient  Greek  epigram^ a  fisherman  is  found  making  present  of 
his  nets  to  the  nymphs  of  the  sea.  Shepherds  hung  up  their  pipes 
to  Pan;  and  Lais,  decayed  with  age,  devotes  her  mirror  to  Venus. 

When  an .  object  thus  dedicated  was  alienated  to  any  other 
purpose,  than  that  the  presenter  contemplated,  it  was  considered 
as  securing  to  the  violator  an  awful  curse.  From  this  circumstance 
a  second  sense  attached  itself  to  the  word;  and  it  came  to  signify 
an  object  accursed.  This  is  the  idea  it  conveys  in  Romans  ix.  5. 
in  1  Cor.  xii.  8.  and  in  Gal.  i.  8,  9.  Anathemas  have  often  been 
pronounced  by  such  as  regarded  themselves  high  officers  in  the 
Christian  church;  sometimes  against  peculiar  creeds  and  at  others 
against  persons^^^l^  .  / 

The  Anathema  delivered  by  Synecius  against  Andronicus  is 
thus  expressed  Let  no  church  of  God  be  open  to  Andronicus. 
Let  every  sanctuary  be  shut  against  him.  Let  neither  the  man  in 
private  life  nor  the  magistrate  receive  him  to  their  habitation  or 
hospitality.*  Priests!  neglect  him  while  he  lives,  and  over  his  grave 
speak  not.” 

In  the  middle  ages  a  form  of  denunciation  or  Anathema  was 
uttered  against  robbers  to  the  following  effect:  “  May  those  eyes 
grow  dark  which  have  coveted;  may  those  hands  be  withered 
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which  have  stolen;  may  all  the  limbs  become  debilitated  which 
have  assisted;  may  you  tumble  before  an  adversary  whether  he 
^  pursue  or  not;  till  you  waste  away,  may  your  portion  be  with 
Judas  the  betrayer  of  our  Lord,’*  &c.  But  of  the  various  speci¬ 
mens  of  anathematizing,  that  may  be  adduced  the  ittost  fearful  is 
that  used  by  the  Jews  in  the  days  of  our  Lord,  when  men  were 
cast  out  of  their  synagogues.  Buxtorf  feom  the  Jewish  writings 
gives  us  a  copy;  According  to  the  mind  and  will  of  the  Lord  of 
Lords,  let  such  a  one  be  anathematized  in  both  houses  of  judg¬ 
ment;  let  him  be  cursed  by  saints  on  high,  and  by  the  whole  con¬ 
gregation  great  and  small :  let  great  and  real  stripes  be  upon  him, 
and  many  and  violent  diseases;  let  his  house  be  a  habitation  of 
dragons;  and  let  his  star  be  dark  in  the  clouds.  Let  him  be  for 
*  indignation,  wrath  and  anger,  and  his  carcass  for  beasts  and  ser¬ 
pents;  let  his  enemies  rejoice  before  him;  let  his  silver  and  gold 
be  given  to  others,  and  all  his  children  be  exposed  in  the  gate  of 
his  adversaries.  Let  him  be  leprous  as  Gehazi,  strangled  as  Ahi- 
tophel  and  swallowed  up  as  Korah.  Let  his  wife  be  given  to  ano¬ 
ther,  and  among  the  sepulchres  of  Israel  let  not  his  grave  be. 
Amen.” 

In  these  awful  words  it  is  believed  our  Lord  Jesus  was  himself 

a 

excommunicated,  when  according  to  some  copies  of  the  Talmud, 
400  trumpets  were  blown.  How  much  is  it  our  mercy  that  “  as 
the  bird  by  wandering,  and  as  the  swallow  by  flying,  so  the  curse 
causeless  shall  not  come.”  Prov.  xvi.  2.  The  unjust  anathema 
shall  do  no  more  injury  than  the  migration  of  a  bird  in  the  sky. 
Like  the  fowls  of  the  air,  the  oppressed  person  shall  enjoy  the 
care  of  providence;  or  as  with  the  wings  of  the  swallow  ^  fly  away 
and  be  at  rest.”  » 

a 

THIS  MAN  RECEIVETH  SINNERS.” 

Luke  XV.  2. 

It  is  common  for  the  great  and  good  to  derive  to  themselves 
honour  and  esteem,  from  the  reproaches  they  sufler.  Not  a  charge 
against  our  Lord,  with  a  view  of  degrading  him,  did  the  Jews,  in 
the  days  of  his  flesh,  ever  adduce  which  serves  not  the  more  to 
exhibit  his  glory.  The  clouds  and  vapour,  which  are  spread 
through  the  evening  sky  afford  the  sun  the  fairer  opportunity  of 
displaying  his  illuminating  powers.  The  pharisees  argued  the 
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ignorance  or  depravity  of  the  Saviour  from  hie  asaociating  with 

♦ 

publicans  md  sinners;  and  at  once  excluded  from  the  circum- 
aUnce^  that  he  was  not  of  God.  Luke  vii.  39.  Our  Lord  silenced 
their  censures  by  proceeding  to  deliver  three  beautiful  parables^ 

In  which  he  compares  these  poor,  untaught  creatures,  to  a  lost 
sheep,  tQ  a  lost  piece  of  silver,  and  to  a  lost  son.  By  his  gracious 
interference,  the  sheep  is  reduced  to  the  fek),  the  silver  to  its 
owner,  and  the  son  to  his  native  home;  while  the  shepherd,  the 
widow,  and  the  fether,  happy  themselves,  invite  all  around  to 
share  and  increase  the  joy.  These  publicans  were  sick;  and  where 
*  should  the  physician  be  found  but  where  the  sick  are?  They 
were  sinners;  but,  this  served  the  more  to  invite  and  maintain  his 
condescending  attentions;  fer  said  he,  ^  1  came  not  to  call  the 
righteous  but  sinners  to  repentance.”  ^ 

Should  this  page,  in  the  course  of  providence  fell  into  the 
hands  of  one  who  sees  himself  a  sinner,  and  who  ardently  longs 
to  be  received  of  Jesus  Christ,  be  assured,  afflicted  soul,  it  is  the  * 
desire  of  its  writer,  that  it  may  prove  a  word  in  due  season. 

Labour  not  to  diminish  the  impression  on  thy  soul  that  thou 
art  a  sinner.  From  the  frequent  opposition  exhibited  in  the  word  of 
God  of  the  righteous  man  and  the  wicked,  the  Jews  drew  the  con¬ 
clusion,  that  by  the  wicked,  only  the  gentile  or  the  profligate  was 
intended;  and  that  it  was  left  fer  them  to  thank  God  that  they  were 
not  as  other  men  are.  But  the  scripture  hath  ctmcluded  all  under 
sin.  In  proportion  to  the  extent  of  our  views  relative  to  the  law 
oi  God,  will  be  our  conviction  of  the  enormity  of  our  offences;  as 
the  law  is  more  fully  manifested  and  magnified  under  the  gospel 
than  under  the  Mosaic^ economy,  sin  now  becomes  to  the  enlight¬ 
ened  mind,  in  the  same  degree,  more  sinful.  Art  thou  reader 
condemning  thyself  as  guilty  of  incoherence,  self-gratification,  de¬ 
ceit,  unholy  attachments  and  aversions,  and  of  having  in  ten 
thousand  thousand  ways  rebelled  against  the  Lord  and  sought  thy 
eternal  destruction?  Dost  thou  perceive  that  thy  desert  is  hell,  and 
tliat  thy  arm  can  bring  no  deliverance?  Such  sentiments  are  cor-  ^ 
rect;  maintain  them  but  yield  not  to  despair;  for  this  man  receiv- 
eth  sinners.” 

Jesus  was  a  man.  The  everlasdng  word  was  made  flesh. 
When  angels  were  falling  he  caught  not  hold  of  their  nature; 
but  when  man  fell  (ifriX4i^C«vfr»4,  Heb.  ii.  16.)  he  caught  hold  of 
his.  He  gave  and  is  fulfilling  the  promise,  that  the  seed  of  the 


>fornan  shall  bruise  the  serpent’s  head.  In  his  life  he  has  wrought 
la  righteousness;  in  his  death  he  has  made  an  atonement;  in  his 
resurrection  he  has  trodden  under  foot  the  adversary;  in  heaven  he 
now  intercedes  and  reigns;  and  at  his  command  his  ministers  are 
going  through  the  world  to  tell  such  broken  hearts  as  thine^  that 
this  man  receiveth  sinners  ”  He  puts  out  his  hand  to  take  thee 
to  his  ark.  Go*  fly  as  a  dove  to  thy  window.  His  city  of  refuge 
stands  open;  his  table  is  prepared;  he  will  eat  with  thee;  thou 
shalt  enjoy  not  only  reconciliation  but  intimacy;  he  comes  down 
from  heaven  to  sup  with  thee,  and  will  take  thee  thither  to  sup 
with  him. 

Dosl  thou  doubt  these  tidings?  Listen  to  his  invitations:  Come 
unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden  and  1  will  give  you 
rest.”  ^  The  spirit  and  the  bride  say  come;  and  let  him  that 
heareth  say  come;  and  let  him  that  is  athirst  come;  and  whosoever 
will  let  him  come.”  Hearken  to  his  promises:  ^  Him  that  cometh 
1  will  in  no  wise  cast  out.”  I,  even  1,  am  he  that  blotteth  out 
thine  iniquity  and  will  no  more  remember  thy  sins.”  Mark  his 
conduct:  The  blind  and  the  deaf,  the  lame  and  the  dumb,  when  he 
was  on  earth  were  never  rejected.  An  expiring  thief,  a  trembling 
jailer,  an  astonished  Saul  cried  aloud  for  his  mercy  and  obtained 
it.  All  heaven  is  full  of  living  witnesses  to  the  strength  of  his 
arm,  tlie  compassions  of  his  heart  and  the  inflnite  eflkacy  of  his 
merit. 

It  is  common  for  an  awakened  sinner  to  be  very  inquisitive. 
Perhaps  thou,  beloved  reader,  art  prepared  to  ask,  why  does  Jesus 
receive  sinners?  Surely  not  because  he  cannot  be  happy  of  himself. 
From  the  infinite  treasures  of  his  nature,  be  could  have  deiived 
substantial  and  boundless  biiss  had  man  never  been  created,  or  on 
his  fall  had  he  sunk  with  devils  into  deserved  perdition.  His  gospel 
is  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blfftaed  God.  Not  because  sinners  are 
with  him  objects  of  di*ead!  David  i*eceivcd  Abner  into  his  friend¬ 
ship,  because  when  his  foe  he  was  afraid  of  him;  but,  Christ  could 
prove  a  consuming  fire  and  render  us  but  briers  and  thorns.  The 
grand  reason  for  his  having  mercy,  is  because  ht  wiU  have  mercy. 
Perhaps  thy  inquiry  is,  in  what  state  does  he  receive  sinners? 
The  answer  is  as  sinners;  not  as  made  better  by  repentances,  vows 
and  reformations;  but  as  lost,  poor  and  miserable,  wretched,  blind 
and  naked.  He  receives  them  as  David  did  his  soldiers,  welcoming 
under  his  banner  all  that  are  discontented,  in  debt  and  in  distress. 


Thou  asketl)  at  .vthat  9ea*Qn9?  Take  comfort;  the  present  is  the 
season.  Now  is  the  accepted  time;  now  is  the  day  of  salvation. 

.  To-day,  if  thou  wilt  hear  his  voice  harden  not  thy  heaft.  Lie  not 
at  the  pool  waiting  for  the  angel;  the  water  is  already  troubled. 
Imagine  not  that  years  must  pass  before  the  jubilee  arrives.  The 
trumpets  are  already  blowing;  O  listen  to  the  joyful  sound. 

“  The  year  of  Jubilee  is  come; 

Return  ye  ransom’d  sinners  home.” 

JOSEPH  S  ATTEMPT  TO  ENABLE  HIS  BRETHREN  TO  DISCO¬ 
VER  HIM. 

When  Joseph  first  saw  his  brethren,  his  eyes,  perhaps  with¬ 
out  his  being  aware  of  it,  were  fixed  on  Benjamin.  But  having 
detected  himself  in  that  instance,  he  appears  to  be  more  upon  his 
guard  in  this.  He  receives  the  present,  and  converses  with  them 
about  their  fiither’s  welfare,  without  once  turning  his  eyes  towaixls 
his  brother.  But  having  done  this,  he  thinks  he  may  venture  a 
look  at  him.  He  ^  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw  his  brother  Ben¬ 
jamin,  his  mother’s  son,  and  said,”  to  the  others,  but  still  under 
the  same  disguise,  ^  Is  this  your  younger  brother,  of  whom  ye  ^ 
spake  unto  me^”  If  he  could  have  waited  for  an  answer,  theyj 
would  doubtless  have  told  him,  it  was;  but  his  heart  is  too  full.H 
No  sooner  is  the  question  out  of  his  lips,  than,  it  may  be  with  his 
hand  upon  his  head,  he  adds,  God  be  gracious  unto  thee,  my 
son!”  O  Joseph,  on  what^tender  ground  dost  thou  presume  to 
walk!  This  benediction,  though  under  the  disguise  of  a  good  wish 
from  a  stranger,  was  in  reality  an  efiusion  of  a  full  heart,  which 
in  this* manner  sought  for  ease.  Genuine  love  longs  to  express 
itself. 

This  little  indulgence  of  affection  however,  had  well  nigh  be¬ 
trayed  him.  Ardent  desires  will  always  plead  hard  to  go  a  little 
way,  and  presume  not  to  go  too  far;  but  to  indulge  them  a  little, 
is  like  letting  air  into  a  room  on  fire.  Joseph  is  so  affected  by  what 
has  passed,  that  he  is  obliged  to  quit  the  company,  and  retire  into 
his  chamber  to  weep  there. 

Having  recovered  himself,  and  washed  his  face,  that  they  might 
not  discover  his  tears,  he  reenters,  and  behaves  with  much  hospi¬ 
tality  and  attention. 
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Aod  noiWy  1  apimbend)  it  was  Somipk*^  wnli  to  ditcoftr  him-  * 
sdf  to  bis  biTtbreri)  or  mtber  to  ensUe  them  to  discover  him. 
There  are  three  things  in  pertkolnr  while  they  were  at  dinner, 
each  tending  to  this  end,  and  as  I  conceive,  designed  for  it.  (1) 
The  order  of  the  tables:  one  for  himself,  one  for  the  strangers, 
and  one  for  the  Egyptians.  The  design  of  this  was  to  set  them 
a  thinking  of  him,  and  who  he  was,  or  could  be?  That  the  £gypti« 
ans  and  Hebrews  should  eat  apart,  they  could  easily  account  for: 
but  who,  or  what  is  this  man?  Is  he  not  an  Egyptian?  Yet  if  he 
be,  why  eat  by  himself?  Surely  he  must  be  a  foreigner.  (2)  The 
order  in  which  they  themselves  were  seated:  it  was  “  before  him,” 
so  that  they  had  full  opportunity  of  looking  at  him;  and  what  was 
astonishing  to  tmm,  every  man  was  placed  ^  according  to  his 
age.”  But  who  can  this  be  that  is  acquainted  with  their  ages,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  adjust  things  in  this  order?  Surely  it  must  be  some 
one  who  knows  us,  though  we  know  not  him.  Or  is  he  a  diviner? 
Who  or  what  can  he  be?  “‘They  arc  said  to  have  “  marvelled  one 
at  another,”  and  well  they  might.  It  Is  marvellous  that  they  did 
not  from  hence  suspect  who  he  was.  (S.)  The  peculiar  favour 
which  he  expressed  to  Benjamin,  in  sending  him  a  mess  five 
times  more  than  the  rest.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
Benjamin  ate  more  than  the  rest;  but  this  was  the  manner  of 
showing  special  favour  In  those  times.  It  was  therefore  saying  in 
effect,  “  1  not  only  know  all  your  ages,  but  towards  that  young 
man  I  have  more  than  a  common  regard.  Look  at  all  this,  and 
look  at  me.  Look  at  me,  my  brother  Benjamin.  Dost  thou  not 
know  me?”  But  all  was  hid  from  them.  Their  eyes,  like  those  of 
the  disciples  towards  their  Lord,  ^eem  to  have  been  hbiden,  that' 
they  should  not  know  him.  Their  minds  however  are  "cased 
from  all  apprehensions;  they  drank,  and  were  cheerful  in  his 
company. 


MIGRATION  OF  SEED. 


In  our  last  number  we  gave  our  readers  a  quotation  from  Dr. 
Barton’s  Botanical  Elements,  in  which  were  named  the  various 
agents  that  the  Divine  Being  employs,  for  the  diffusion  and  propa- 
gation  of  vegetable  seeds.  Among  these,  rivers  and  other  running 
waters  were  named.  On  the  wings  of  the  wind  the  prolific  embryo 
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HI  borne.  Birds^  Bquhvels  and  other  aphnals  are  «iiipk>yed  for  iu 
ciroaiation;  and  iomctimes  an  elastic  force  resident  in  some  part 
of  the  fructificatmn,  accomplishes  the  design.  While  in  such  an 
economy  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  Jehovah  forcibly  impress 
the  refiecting  mind,  may  not  this  portion  of  providence  be  im¬ 
proved  to  the  elevation  of  oor  thoughts  to  the  propagating  of  that 
evangelical  seed  which  it  is  the  delight  of  our  ^  Intelligencer,” 
on  every  side,  to  trace. 

^  The  kingdom  of  God  is  as  if  a  man  ^  should  cast  seed  into 
the  ground.”  Aiark  iv.  26.  “  A  sower  went  forth  to  sow.”  ^  The 
•eed  is  the  word.”  Luke  viii.  11.  It  becomes  the  ministers  of 
Jesus  to  ^  sow  beside  all  waters,”  Is.  xxxii.  20.  and  to  be  assured 
that  while  it  shall  be  the  lot  of  their  adversaries  sowing  the  wind 
^to  reap  the  whiHwind,  Hos.  viii.  7.  it  shall  be  theirs  to  come  agiun 
with  rejoicing  bringing  their  sheaves  with  them.  Pa.  exxvi.  6. 

The  decree  of  heaven  has  gone  forth  that  the  precious  seed 
of  the  kingdom  shall  be  spread  throughout  the  earth;  not  indeed 
by  virtue  of  any  elastic  force  of  its  own  or  by  any  superior  skill 
and  energy  in  the  instrument  that  circulates.  He  that  planteth  is 
nothing;  and  he  that  watereth  is  nothing.  It  is  Gfod  alone  who 
giveth  the  increase.  In  the  days  of  his  flesh  the  sacred  seed  was 
thrown  from  the  hand  of  our  Lord  Jesus  himself;  he  was  the 
minister  of  the  circumcision.  The  ministers  of  the  word  use  the 
instruments  by  which  God  usually  spreads  his  gospel;  hut  there 
are  also  wondrous  occurrences  and  associations  in  providence 
that  forward  the  great  design.  We  mention  m  our  present  number 
such  only  as  took  place  during  the  apostolic  age,  reserving  for 
our  next  the  consideration  of  those  which  have  been  witnessed 
from  the  days  of  the  apostles  down  to  the  present  period. 

The  special  means  by  which  the  gospel  spread  in  its  earlier 
histories  were  particularly  three,  vision^  fniraclea  and  fieraecution, 

1.  Vision,  This  was  a  way  in  which  Gfod  frequently  made 
himself  known  to  his  servants  under  the  Old  Testament.  Moses 
and  Isaiah,  Ezekiel  and  Daniel  were  in  this  view  peculiarly  fa¬ 
voured.  Cornelius  saw  a  vision  in  Cesarea  which  induced  him  to 
send  men  to  Joppa,  and  Peter  beheld  the  vision  of  the  great 
sheet  in  Joppa,  which  convinced  him  it  was  his  duty  to  go  to 
Cesarea.  The  spread  of  divine  Jnith  was  the  result;  for  while 
Peter  addressed  the  family  of  Cornelius  ^  the  Holy  Ghost  fen  on 
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them  that  heard  the  word;  and  they  of  the  circumciiion  which 
belie?ed  were  astonished^  as  many  as  came  with  Peter,  because 
that  on  the  gentiles  also  was  poured  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost/^ 
The  conclusion  of  the  apostles,  and  brethren  in  Judea,  from  the 
occuri'ence  was  €k>d  hath  granted  unto  the  gentiles  repentance 
unto  life.”  At  Troas  a  vision  appeared  to  Paul  in  the  night;  tliere 
stood  a  man  of  Macedonia  and  prayed  him  saying,  ^  come  over  to 
Macedonia  and  help  us.”  From  his  consequent  visit,  churches 
appear  to  have  risen  at  Philippi  and  Thessalonica,  at  Corinth  and 
perhaps  at  Athens  too. 

2.  Miracles,  Sometimes  these  were  effected  more  imme¬ 
diately  by  the  hand  of  God:  as  the  effusion  of  the  Spirit  at  Pen¬ 
tecost,  the  sudden  death  of  Annanias  and  Sapphira,  and  the 
conversion  of  Saul  on  the  way  to  Damascus;  at  others,  by  the 
instrumentality  of  the  apostles,  as  the  communication  of  bti*cngtli 
to  the  lame  man,  of  health  to  Eneas  and  of  life  to  the  deceased 
Tabitha.  Many  other  miracles  performed  by  the  disciples  afforded 
proof  to  the  Jew  and  the  gentile  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  and 
were  overruled  to  the  production  of  faith  in  their  hearts.  But  no¬ 
thing  seems  to  have  been  more  blessed  to  the  diffusion  of  the 
gospel  than 

3.  PerMccntion,  The  martyrdom  of  Stephen,  the  dispersion  of 
the  apostles,  the  decisions  of  ungodly  tribunals,  the  indignation 
of  the  masters  whose  damsel  was  dispossessed  of  the  spirit  of 
Python,  the  uproar  of  Ephesus  and  the  cruelties  at  Lystra,  ac¬ 
complished  an  end  quite  different  from  the  hopes  of  the  adversa¬ 
ries  of  Christ  and  his  shunts.  The  anger  of  opposers  were  but 
Kke  furious  blasts,  which  bore  the  holy  seed  into  regions,  into 
which  milder  currents  could  have  never  carried  it. 

[7b  be  continued,'^ 


FRAGMENTS. 


aiDICULOUS  DEGRADATIONS. 

At  the  time  when  Torstall  bishop  of  London,  was  engaged  in 
collecting  that  he  might  bum  at  St.  Paul’s  cross  every  copy  of 
Tindall’s  New  Testament  that  had  reached  England;  those  who 
were  suspected  of  importing,  or  concealing  any  of  the^  books, 
>yere  adjudged  by  Sir  Thomas  More  to  ride  vnth  their  facee  to  the 
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taxU  of  thnr  horaea^  with  papers  on  their  heads  and  the  New  Tes- 
ment  and  other  books  which  they  had  dispersed,  hung  about  their 
cloaks,  and  at  the  standard  to  throw  them  into  a  fire  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  and  to  be  fined  at  the  king’s  pleasure.  ^  ^ 

Before  the  martyrdom  of  John  Huss,  the  bishops,  who  were 
employed  to  degrade  him,  after  declaring  that  all  university  de¬ 
grees  were  taken  from  him,  placed  on  his  head  a  paper  mitre; 
on  which  drvila  were  painted^  and  bearing  the  inscription  “  the  ring^ 
leader  of  heretics'*  The  martyr  received  the  mock-mitre  smiling, 
and  said  This  is  less  painful  than  a  crown  of  thorns.” 

HONOURABLE  CONCESSIONS. 

“  If  it  be  shameful  to  renounce  error  and  sacrifice  all  to  truth, 
I  do  very  willingly  take  this  shame  to  myself.  In  a  copy  of  verses 
which  I  formerly  wrote  sacred  to  the  memory  of  a  generous  be¬ 
nefactor,  I  remember  the  following  lines: 

Our  wants  reliev’d  by  thy  indulgent  care. 

Shall  give  thee  courage  at  the  dreadful  bar; 

And  stud  the  crown  thou  shalt  for  ever  wear. 

These  lines  in  whatever  hands  they  are  lodged,  and  whatever 
else  of  a  like  kind  may  have  dropped  from  my  pen,  I  now  pub¬ 
licly  disclaim.  They  are  the  reveree  of  my  present  belief;  in 
which  I  hope  to  persevere  so  long  as  I  have  a  being. 

Hervey'a  letters  to  Wesley, 


To  this  edition,  I  have  made  large  additions.  The  principal 
of  which  is  an  entire  chapter  on  Election;  which  renders  the 
scheme  of  doctrines  more  complete,  and  the  contents  of  the  book 
more  answerable  to  the  title.  I  also  thought  it  my  duty,  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  manner,  to  bear  a  public  testimony  to  that  important  part 
of  revealed  truth;  having  in  my  younger  years  greatly  opposed 
it,  in  a  poem  on  absolute  predestination:  which  poem,  if  considered 
in  a  critical  light,  is  despicable;  if  in  a  theological  view,  detestable v 
as  it  is  an  impotent  attack  on  the  honour  of  divine  grace  in  respect 
of  its  glorious  freeness,  and  a  bold  opposition  to  the  sovereignty 
of  God.  So  I  now  consider  it,  and  as  such  I  here  renounce  it.” 

Booth's  reign  of  Grace, 

VoL.  II.  Alriv  Series.  73 
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^  No  carnal  principle  more  fortifies  sinners  in  a  false  security* 
than  putting  the  evil  day  far  from  them.  When  inevitable  and 
great  evils  are  remote,  they  make  but  a  slight  impression.  We 
have  an  instance  of  this  in  tain.  After  God  had  denounced  his 

I 

punishment  for  his  bloody  crying  sin,  filled  with  perplexity  and 
despair,  he  breaks  forth,  my  fiunishment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear! 
and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  every  one  that  Jindeth  me  shall  slay  me. 
But  when  he  was  secure  from  present  revenge,  and  expected  a 
long  life  in  this  world,  he  freely  indulged  his  sensual  desires,  and, 
to  drown  the  noise  of  his  accusing  conscience,  built  him  a  city. 

Dr.  Bates. 

The  last  glass  of  time  was  turned  up  at  the  revelation  of  the 
gospel  by  the  Son  of  God,  and  now  the  last  sands  are  running; 
when  it  is  out,  it  shall  never  be  turned  more.  Id, 


Eloquence  of  R,  D,  Bridaine  (a  French  Missionary,) 

The  quotation  is  in  Marmontel’s  works,  who  on  the  occasion 
says,  Shall  1  introduce  to  you  another  passage  employed  by  Bri¬ 
daine,  that  same  missionary  whom  some  presumed  to  name  a 
madman? 

^  A  man  accused  of  a  crime  of  which  he  was  not  guilty,  was 
condemned  to  suffer  death,  by  the  iniquity  of  his  judges.  He  was 
brought  to  the  place  of  execution;  where  however  no  scaffold 
was  erected,  nor  hangman  prepared  to  execute  the  sentence.  The 
people  moved  with  compasion,  indulged  hopes  that  the  unfortunate 
victim  would  escape  death.  At  once  a  man  elevates  his  voice  and 
exclaims,  ‘‘  FU  put  up  the  scaffold!  Vll  be  the  executioner!'*  You 
shudder  with  indignation.  Well,  my  brethren,  each  of  you  act  like 
that  inhuman  wretch.  Jews  exist  no  longer  to  crucify  Jesus 
Christ:  it  is  you  who  arise  and  exclaim,  “  I*ll  raise  the  cross!  Vll 
crucify  him!**  I  have  myself  heard  Bridaine,  with  the  most  pierc¬ 
ing  and  powerful  voice,  with  the  expression  of  the  most  venerable 
patriarch,  although  in  the  full  bloom  of  youth;  with  all  the  fervor 
of  the  deepest  compunction;  all  of  which  became  him  in  the  pul¬ 
pit;  I  have  heard  him  relate  the  above,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
eloquence  never  produced  a  more  striking  sensation.  Nothing  but 
sobs  were  heard  through  the  whole  house. 
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RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 

Extract9  from  Letters  lately^  received  from  India, 

Dear  Brother) 

We  live  in  undisturbed  tranquility  at  present,  as  it  respects 
government,  and  are  going  on  with  our  work  with  various  success, 
which  I  shall  try  to  detail. 

There  are  now  five  churches  in  Bengal,  and  one  in  the  Bur- 
man  dominions.  These  are  small;  but  that  God  who  plants  can 
protect  the  tender  plant  and  make  it  grow. 

’Last  Lord’s  day  six  persons  were  received  into  communion 
with  us;  one  of  them  an  Armenian.  There  arc  two  of  that  nation 
now  who  have  joined  the  church  of  Christ  in  this  place;  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  they  both  possess  gifts  for  the  ministry  of  the  word.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  church  to  call  them  to  that  work;  and  as  they 
speak  the  current  languages  of  this  and  some  of  the  neighbouring 
countries,  I  trust  they  may  be  made  highly  useful.  They  are  now 
very  desirous  to  put  their  lives  in  their  hand,  and  go  forth  preach¬ 
ing  the  gospel. 

Our  increase  has  lately  been  encouraging,  particularly  among 
young  persons  of  the  Portuguese  nation,  or  those  bom  from  Eu¬ 
ropeans  having  had  native  women  for  their  mothers.  These  per¬ 
sons  form  a  connecting  link  between  the  Europeans  and  the  natives; 
but  are  much  nearer  the  latter  than  the  former  in  their  habits  and 
attachments.  I  trust  this  circumstance,  therefore  will  turn  out  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  gospel.  God  has,  beyond  all  controversy  done 
great  things  for  Calcutta  and  its  environs,  and  is  still  carrying  on 
his  work. 

Translations  of  the  word  of  God  are  going  forward  as  fast  as 
.we  can  get  them  ready.  I  am  now  translating  the  book  of  Revela¬ 
tion  into  Sungskrit,  and  the  state  of  the  printing  is  as  follows. 

Translated  to  Printed  to 

Sungskrit,  Revelations.  2  Cor.  chap.  ix. 

Bengalee  1  Kings  chap.  xiii.  2  Sam.  chap,  xviii. 

Oorissa  N.  Test.  Psalms,  Job.  Rom.  chap.  vi. 

Hindoosthanee  N.  Test.  Luke  chap.  vii. 
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Mabratta  do.  and  Job,  Psalms.  Mark  chap.  v. 


Goozerattas 

Acts 

Chinese 

Acts 

Seek 

Romans 

Talingo 

do. 

Humato 

do. 

Burman 

Luke 

Matth. 

Matth. 

Not  begun 

do. 

do. 

A  fount  of  types  are  cast. 


Besides  these,  all  of  which  are  conducted  by  us,  there  are 
other  versions  carrying  on  by  others.  The  Persian  by  Nathaniel 
Sabat  an  Arabian  Christian,  and  an  edition  of  the  Hindoosthanee 
in  the  dialect  of  the  Mussulmans  by  rev.  Mr.  Martin,  are  going 
to  press.  A  version  is  said  to  have  been  made  under  the  superin¬ 
tendence  of  the  Syrian  bishop  into  the  Malayalam;  some  few 
chapters  have  been  translated  into  Telinga  by  our  pxdo-baptist 
brethren  at  Vizagapatam,  and  something  further  done  towards 
completing  the  version  into  the  Congalese  tongue  by  some  persons 
at  Ceylon.  The  whole  Bible  was  printed  in  the  Malay  tongue  at 
Batavia  several  years  ago,  by  the  aid  of  the  Dutch  governor;  and 
there  are  probably  other  attempts  made  or  making  of  which  1  am 
ignorant.  Thus  you  see  the  Lord  is  causing  the  leaven  hidden  in 
the  meal  to  ferment;  I  trust  the  whole  will  soon  be  leavened. 


Mt  Deah  Brother, 

The  intercourse  between  Calcutta  and  America  has  been  long 
suspended;  but  an  opportunity  now  unexpectedly  offering  of  writ¬ 
ing  by  captain  Stuart  of  Philadelphia,  I  cannot  let  it  pass  without 
saying  something  of  our  affairs.  I  have,  however,  been  but  poorly 
for  some  days  past,  and  though  recovering,  have  not  strength  to 
write  much. 

My  son  Felix  and  brother  Chater  met  with  as  encouraging 
&  reception  in  the  Burman  dominions  as  they  could  wish,  and 
much  more  so  than  we  expected.  I  hope  therefore  we  may  reckon 
that  the  gospel  is  carried  thither  and  that  it  will  eventually  be 
successful ;  1  know  that  we  have  more  than  ordinary  reasons  to 
leave  this  with  Cxod,  and  that  all  success  depends  wholly  on  his 
blessing.  The  authority  there  is  most  arbitrary;  and  human  life  is 
of  no  value  in  the  estimation  of  those  in  power.  As  proof  of  this, 
the  viceroy  of  Rangoon,  who  was  brought  up  at  the  same  breast 
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with  the  emperor,  was  ordered  to  Ava  in  chains,  a  few  weeks  ago, 
because  a  young  elephant  died  which  was  committed  to  his  care. 
Crucifixions  of  thieves,  pouring  melted  lead  down  their  throats, 
and  other  horrible  forms  of  execution  are  common;  but  the  Lord 
can  preserve  the  messengers  of  his  gospel,  and  give  them  success. 
My  son  has  introduced  the  vaccine  inoculation  into  that  country; 
the  family  of  the  viceroy  were  first  inoculatecL 

Brother  Marden  is  settled  at  Goomalutee  near  Malda,  where 
there  is  a  small  baptist  chui'ch;  and  lately  brother  Robinson,  with 
ray  second  son,  went  to  Bouton  to  attempt  the  beginning  of  a  mis¬ 
sion  in  that  country.  At  present  that  effort  must  remain  as  it  is, 
the  Bootenese  being  now  engaged  in  a  civil  war;  but  I  trust  it  will 
not  be  long  before  that  country  is  opened  to  the  gospel. 

Dr.  Rogers.  W.  Caret. 


A  NUMBER  of  persons,  belonging  to  the  several  presbyterian 
•hurches  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  having  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion,  and  being  deeply  impressed  with,  the  unhappy  condition  of 
a  multitude  of  persons  in  this  city  and  vicinity,  who  attend  no 
place  of  public  worship,  and  enjoy  no  means  of  religious  informa¬ 
tion;  associated  themselves  together  for  the  purpose  of  devising 
and  carrying  into  effect,  some  measures  by  which  this  class  of 
people  might  receive  the  knowledge  of  the  thith.  The  methods, 
by  which  they  have  hitherto  attempted  to  attain  their  object,  are, 
the  establishment  of  societies  for  religious  exercises,  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  religious  tracts,  and  the  employment  of  suitable  persons 
to  preach  in  the  destitute  places  in  and  about  this  city.  Nine  socie¬ 
ties  have  already  been  established,  which  are  conducted  by  com¬ 
mittees  appointed  by  the  Evangelical  Society  from  their  own 
members,  and  under  regulations,  which  have  been  inspected 
and  approved  by  the  ministers  of  the  several  churches  already 
mentioned.  These  meetings  are  generally  well  attended;  and 
chiefly  by  people  who  frequent  no  places  of  public  worship. 
Many  children  also  attend,  and  receive  a  particular  attention  from 
those  who  superintend  the  societies.  They  are  encouraged  to  com¬ 
mit  to  memory  the  catechism,  hymns  and  psalms,  but  especially 
select  portions  of  scripture;  in  which  some  of  them  make  great 
proficiency. 
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A  plan  for  printing^  and  distributing  tracts  has  been  adopted^ 
and  has,  in  some  measure,  been  carried  into  effect.  Several  thou¬ 
sand  tracts  have  already  been  printed  for  the  society,  and  many 
hundred  have  been  distributed  among  the  people  who  attend  the  ' 
religious  meetings  before  mentioned. 

Occasional  services  from  ministers  of  the  gospel,  have  been 
obtained  as  frequently  as  possible;  and,  for  some  months  past,  the 
society  have  had  the  assistance  of  a  missionary,  who  has  assidu¬ 
ously  laboured  in  the  destitute  places  in  the  adjacent  country,  and 
also  attended  the  relit^ious  meetings  in  the  city. 

What  the  ultimate  success  of  these  measures  and  exertions 
may  be,  the  society  presume  not  to  conjecture;  but  they  feel  en¬ 
couraged  to  prosecute  the  object  for  which  they  have  associated, 
with  renewed  zeal  and  vigour,  and  hope  and  pray  that  their  hum¬ 
ble  efforts  may  be  crowned  with  some  degree  of  success;  believ¬ 
ing  that  if  all  their  labours  shall  only  be  the  means  of  saving  one 
soul  from  death,  it  will  be  an  abundant  compensation. 

The  object,  which  the  society  have  in  view  in  giving  the 
above  short  sketch  of  their  proceedings,  is,  that  the  friends  of 
Zion,  in  other  cities  and  places,  may  be  induced  to  form  similar 
associations,  or  to  adopt  such  other  measures,  as  to  them  may 
seem  most  expedient,  for  disseminating  evangelical  truth  among 
the  multitudes  in  our  country,  who  are  perishing  for  the  lack  of 
knowledge;  and  especially  that  the  pious  of  all  denominations, 
may  be  engaged  to  concur  in  a  concert  of  private  prayer,  for  the 
increase  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  which  has  been  agreed  on 
by  the  Evangelical  Society,  and  which  is  here  subjoined  and  recom¬ 
mended. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Society  on  the  5th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1808,  the  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  members  of  the  Evangelical  Society  contemplating  with 
astonishment  the  extraordinary  changes,  which  have  lately  taken 
place  in  the  civilized  world;  waiting,  with  anxious  solicitude,  for 
the  farther  development  of^the  divine  purposes  with  respect  to 
the  nations;  receiving  with  unfeigned  gratitude  the  welcome  news 
of  the  success  of  several  missions,  in  carrying  the  light  of  the 
gospel  to  those  remote  parts  of  the  earth  where  the  inhabitants 
have  been  sitting  in  heathenish  darkness;  bringing  also  into  thanks 
ful  remembrance  the  refreshing  showers  of  spiritual  influence 
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with  which  God  has  been  pleased  at  various  times  to  cherish  and 
fertilize  his  American  vineyard ;  rejoicing  at  the  pleasant  prospects 
now  visible  in  several  parts,  and  among  different  denominations 
of  Christians  on  this  western  continent;  and  believing  that  a  kind 
and  merciful  God  Waits  to  be  gracious,  and  generally  bestows  upon 
his  people  a  spirit  of  prayer  and  holy  importunity  previously  to 
conferring  his  most  signal  favours;  and  that  he  never  falls  to 
answer  in  effect  the  prayer  of  faith:  Therefore, 

Resolved  unanimously  to  recommend,  and  this  Society  does 
hereby  recommend.  That  the  hour,  or  part  of  the  hour,  next  suc¬ 
ceeding  to  the  rising  of  the  sun  on  every  sabbath  morning,  be  oc¬ 
cupied  by  every  individual  member  in  praise  to  the  great  Head  of 
the  church,  for  his  goodness  in  sending  the  gospel  to  many  of  the 
human  family  wholly  devoted  to  idolatry ;  for  so  much  unanimity 
among  his  people  in  the  efforts  which  they  have  directed  to  this 
object;  for  reviving  his  cause  in  several  parts  of  this  continent: 
and  also  in  importunate  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  beseeching  a 
continuance  of  his  blessings;  that  he  would  send  forth  more  la¬ 
bourers  into  his  vineyard  with  increasing  success;  that  the  various 
commotions  in  the  world  may  be  overruled  for  the  advantage  of 
the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  the  increase  of  knowledge,  true  Catho¬ 
licism,  Christian  charity  and  liberty  of  conscience. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  if  the  time  specified  shall  be  ne¬ 
cessarily  otherwise  employed  by  any  individual,  in  such  case  a 
similar  appropriation  of  some  other  portion  be  made  suited  to  his 
convenience. 

And  also  to  the  end  that  all  the  brethren  in  Christ  of  every 
denomination  may  be  invited  to  join  with  the  members  of  the 
1  Evangelical  Society  in  addressing  the  Throne  of  Grace  in  a  con¬ 
cert  of  private  prayer  for  the  purposes  above  enumerated,  it  is 
>  I  further 

J  Resolved,  That  this  minute  be  published  in  the  Evangelical 

Intelligencer;  and  that  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  who  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Society,  and  all  others  who  may  approve  of  the  mea¬ 
sure,  be  requested  to  mention  it  to  their  people,  and  to  invite  them 
to  cooperate  with  us  in  this  important  design. 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  rev,  Alr^,  fVrat/y  dated  Demerara^ 

June  4,  1 808. 

I  AM  happy  to  inform  you  that  things  are^  upon  the  whole, 
more  favourable  than  before,  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  in  this 
dark  part  of  the  world.  We  have  some  enemies;  but  1  hope  more 
friends.  Every  one  who  has  attended,  has  approved  much  of 
preaching  to  negroes.  One  gentleman,  it  is  said,  who  was  so  much 
displeased  with  the  attendance  of  his  slaves  that  he  would  not 
allow  them  their  usual  portion  of  fish,  has  now  granted  them  free 
liberty  to  come;  and  one  of  them,  who  formerly  was  much  given 
to  intoxication,  is  already  become  sober.  Our  congregation,  of 
every  colour,  much  increases;  and  though  some  of  the  negroes 
can  scarcely  understand  five  words  in  a  sermon,  they  attend  with 
the  greatest  eagerness,  and  are  constantly  inquiring  what  these 
things  mean.  One  very  old  man,  who  1  believe  did  not  at  first  un¬ 
derstand  a  single  word,  now  comprehends  the  greatest  part  of  tlie 
sermon,  and  walks  about  a  mile  every  night,  and  twice  every  Sun¬ 
day  to  hear  the  word.  Others,  who  are  younger,  come  three  or 
four  miles;  and  we  have  a  few  sometimes  from  the  town,  which  is 
about  eight  miles.  Thirty  or  forty  of  the  negroes,  and  most  of 
the  coloured  people,  understand  nearly  all  they  hear.  Some  are 
able  to  repeat  a  good  deal  of  the  sermon;  and  endeavour  to  teach 
others  who  did  not  so  well  understand  it,  as  they  walk  home. 

^  Last  sabbath  evening  a  creole  died,  on  whose  conduct  the 
gospel  appears  to  have  had  much  influence.  Before  he  heard  it, 
he  was  very  disobedient  to  his  parents  and  masters;  but  ever  since 
he  attended  preaching,  he  has  behaved  to  them  with  the  greatest 
respect;  conversed  much  about  religion,  and  was  heard  to  pray 
earnestly  to  God;  but  during  the  time  of  his  illness,  which  was 
but  four  days,  he  was  not  able  to  speak  so  as  to  be  understood. 

“  The  negroes  feel  thankful  to  God  for  sending  his  gospel  to 
them;  and  some  of  them  say,  had  Mr.  Post  (their  master)  given 
them  the  greatest  gift  in  the  world,  it  would  not  have  satisfied 
them  so  much;  yea,  that  liberty  itself  would  not  have  been  com¬ 
parable  with  this  blessing.  Some  of  them  say,  that  they  see  such 
a  beauty  in  the  religion  of  Jesus,  that  they  wonder  all  men  do 
not  embrace  it.  In  the  evening,  my  room  is  seldom  free  from  in¬ 
quirers  after  truth;  and  some  ask  questions  of  the  greatest  im¬ 
portance  ;  a  few  of  which  I  will  mention  as  a  specimen : 


if  ^ 
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*♦  Were  the  sufferings  of  Christ  determined  of  God?  Wifl 
those  who  know  one  another  on  earth)  and  go  to  heaveS)  know  ofie 
another  there?  Will  the  world  be  destroyed  before  or  after  the 
judgment?  Was  the  apostle  Paul  a  man  on  the  earth,  as  we  arc? 
Suppose  a  man  has  experienced  a  change  of  heart,  and  should  die 
before  he  is  baptized,  will  he  go  to  heaven  ?  How  is  it  possible  that 
the  body  can  rise  again  after  it  is  all  rotted  in  the  ground? 

Many  such  questions  as  these  I  am  daily  asked;  and,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  when  1  have  done  preaching,  1  am  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
the  negroes,  to  ask  the  meaning  of  what  they  did  not  understand; 
or  how  they  are  to  pray;  so  that  1  am  obliged  to  preach  almost 
another  sermon.  Many,  also,  who  can  speak  only  Dutch,  apply  to 
Mr.  Post  in  the  same  manner. 

^  1  have  lately  undertaken  a  g^reat  work  among  them,  which  1 
trust  God  will  enable  me  to  perform.  It  it  to  teach  them  the  dif¬ 
ferent  catechisms  which  I  brought  for  children.  It  is  a  great  work; 
but  it  will  be  a  blessed  one,  if  that  can  be  done;  and  of  this  I  do 
not  despair;  for  many  of  them  learn  very  fast,  and  have  excellent 
memories;  and,  what  is  better ^still,  an  earnest  desire  to^leani.  The 
principal  things  I  want  are  time  and  teachere.  The  night  is  the 
only  season  they  can  command.  The  schoedmaster,  however,  as¬ 
sists  me,  which  makes  it  easier.  The  black  children,  who  attend 
in  the  day-time,  learn  very  ftist ;  and  some  of  them  begin  to  teach 
others. 

^  I  trust  that  a  church  will  soon  be  built  here;  and  such  an  one 
as  Satan  will  not  be  able  to  overturn.  I  expect  a  letter  every  day, 
from  a  gentleman  of  colour,  in  Berbice  (the  neighbouring  colony) 
who  wishes  to  have  a  missionary  there.  They  have  no  minister,  I 
believe,  of  any  descripdon  in  the  whole  colony. 

^  You  will  rejoice  to  hear  that  .1  enjoy  good  health;  indeed, 
much  better  than  when  I  was  in  England.  The  country  is  very 
healthy  and  very  pleasant.  You  must  not  believe  all  you  hear  about 
Demerara.  I  lately  visited  an  old  lady  who  was  ninety  years  of 
age;  and  I  am  told,  that  it  is  not  a  very  uncommon  thing  in  thia 
country  to  live  to  that  a^.  > 

^  I  feel  very  thankful  to  God  for  what  I  enjoy  from  day  to  day 
in  my  own  soul,  and  for  the  pleasure  I  have  in  communicating 
knowledge  to  others.  This  is  a  work  in  which  I  desire  to  live 
and  to  die !  May  God  assist  me  by  his  holy  Spiritl  I  Icam  more 
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more  to  imderstand  the  words  of  Christy  Without  moy  ye 
can  do  nothing;”  but  I  rejoioe  thaty  “  through  himy  I  can  do  all 
things.”  Pray  for  me,  that  my  feith  fail  not,  and  that  1  may  be 
enabled  to  build  a  house  for  God  in  this  barren  wilderness^  ^  ^ 


tobIoo. _ -  . 


The  directors  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ellioty 
missionary  at  Tobago,  dated  June  28,  1808.  The  vessel  touched 
r  at.Barbadoes,  where  Mr.  Elliot  was  very  kindly  received  by  the 
y  missionaries,  in  the  Wesleyan  connexion,  and  in  that  of  the 
I  United  Brethren. 

I  '  Mr.  Elliot  has  liberty  to  preach  to  the  neg^roes  on  seven  diffe¬ 
rent  estates  at  Tobago;  and  lodges  for  the  present  in  the  house  of 
^  a  principal  planter.  He  has  been  favoured  with  good  health  and 
,,  spirits,  though  it  has  been  a  sickly  season  since  he  arrived.  He 
I  says,  “  the  opportunities  I  enjoy  of  preaching  and  giving  instruc- 
f  tion  to  the  negroes  and  others,  their  earnest  desire  of  being  taught, 

Ss?  ' 

'  the  good  effects  already  produced  on  the  minds  and  conduct  of 
^  some,  and  the  strong  attachment  of  a  few  individuals  to  me  and 
^  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  afford  great  encouragement  to  persevere 
in  the  work.” 

EAST  INDIES. 

IfEGAPATAM. 

Mr.  Vos,  who  was  obliged  to  leave  Ceylon,  in  consequence  of 
the  opposition  of  the  Dutch  clergy  there,  and  who  removed,  for  a 
time,  to  Tranquebar,  is  now  very  agreeably  employed  at  Negapa- 
am;  to  which  place  he  was  recommended  by  the  Danish  brethren 
at  Tranquebar. ‘The  city  is  very  considerable,  having  seventeen 
large  and  sixty -eight  small  pagodas,  in  which  lamps  are  kept 
burning  all  night  before  their  idols:  there  are  also  five  mosques, 
two  catholic  and  two  protestant  churches;  so  that  there  is  abun¬ 
dant  scope  for  the  exertions  of  able  aiid  fidthful  missionaries. 

,  Mr.  Vos  relates  the  following  jneident:  ^  A  few  days  ago, 
when  the  Malahars  were  carrying  their  idols  in  procession 
through  ,thc  streets,  it  happened  that  they  carried  the  god  Seeva 
through  a  pait  of  the  city  which  belongs  to  the  god  Vuhnu;  in 
consequence  of  wluch  a  violent  tumult  was  excited,  in  which  one 


of  the  gods  WS8  beaten,  two  houses  were  demolished,  three  nitsi 
kfUed,  and  several  others  wounded.*^  ♦*  O  that  this  erent,”  wfs 
Mr.  Vos,  ‘‘  may  convince  many  of  themt  that  their  kiols  are  In¬ 
deed  no  gods,  seeing  they  cannot  defend  themselves!’* 

A  short  time  sincey  a  Malabar  bramin,  wha  came  from  a  place, 
about  seventy  miles  distant.  Was  introduced  to  Mfi  Vos;  when  the 
fbllowing  conversation  took  place:  * 

itjj  u  Why  came  you  hitfier?"  I  wkli  to  become^a  Christian/’ 

^  How  did  you  get  such  Ideas?**  ^  1  was  convinced  that  idols  made- 
of  gold,  Sliver  and  wood,  cannot  save  me.**  ^  Who  directed  you  to 
this  place?**  ^  1  reooilecttd  to  have'  heard,  some  years  ago^  that  a 
bramin  went  to  Pondicherry,  and  became  a  Christian;  that  he  died 
afterwards,  and  left  children,  who  are  now  Christians;  and  having 
heard  that  there  are  Christians  here  also,  and  this  place  being 
,  nearer  than  Pondicherry,  I  came  hither/’  “  Who  directed  you  to 
me?”  ^  I  first  went  to  the  roman  catholic  pastor,  and  I  was  shown 
the  church;  in  which,  as  soon  as  I  entered,  I  saw  a  number  of 
images,  and  I  was  frightened.  1  thought,  why,  this  is  just  like  our 
pagodas:  I  am  not  right.  These  images  cannot  help  me.  I  then 
went  away,  not  knowing  what  to  do:  but  passing  by  the  Dutch 
^church,  I  asked  what  building  is  this?  After  learning  what  it  was, 
I  sat  down  at  the  outside,  full  of  serious  thoughts  A  man  passing 
by,  I  asked  him  to  conduct  me  to  the  pastor;  and  he  was  so  kind  as 
to  bring  me  hither.”  “  What  is  your  name?*^  “  Kistuaren.”  “  How 
old  are  you?”  ‘•Twenty-seven.”  “  To  what  ca^t  do  you  belong?” 
“  I  am  a  bramin  of  the  Pandider  ca$tP  “  Do  you  consider,  that  if 
you  become  a  Christian  you  will  be  despised,  and  perhaps  persccut-, 
cd  by  your  friends?”  I  do  not  mind  that,  if  I  may  but  be  saved.*^ 
^  “  Do  you  consider  that  yon  must  renounce  all 
willing  to  do  so?”  «  Do  you  know  that  you  must  first  learn  the 
principles  o^  Christianity  before  you  can  become  a  Christian?” 
“  That  1  understand;  and  have  nd  objection  to  it.”  “  Have  you 
any  property  to  support  yourself?”'  “  No:  what  I  had,  I  have 
left.” 

{  “  Although  I  could  not  see  into  the  heart  of  this  man,  I  was 

much  affected  with  his  case:  and  thought,  perhaps  this  is  an  an- 

*  ^uerjf.  Is  this  that  tociai  order  which  our  good'chri&tlaiis.  Mr.  Twin¬ 
ing  and  Mr.  Waring,  are  so  terribly  afraid,  should  be  interrupted  by  the 
diffusion  of  the  gospel?  f 
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swer  to  my  poor  prayers.  Who  knows  but  thm  man  is  chosen  of; 
God  to  become  an  instrument  in  his  hand  of  conrerting  many  of 
his  countrymen  I** 

Mr.  Vos  took  this  stranger  under  his  care;  and  committed  his 
instruction  to  a  Malabarian  protestant  preacher,  who  was  sent  to 
Negapatam  by  the  Tranquebar  mission.  ^ 

On  the  whole,  he  seems  much  pleased  with  his  situatioo, 
trusting  that  the  frequent  changes  and  persecution  he  has  expe¬ 
rienced,  will  eventually  turn  out  for  the  furtherance  of  the  gospel. 
He  has  been  strongly  recommended  by  the  brethren  at  Tranque¬ 
bar  to  the  government,  whose  sanction  he  enjoys. 


Vaccination  in  South  Africa* 

W  £  are  glad  to  find  that  the  cow  pox  inoculation  has  proved 
very  successful  in  Afric^.  Mr.  Anderson,  a  missionary  at  Klaar- 
water,  over  the  great  river,  writes  thus  in  his  Journal:  t 

^  August  8,  1807.  One  of  our  people,  who  came  from  Bricqua 
Land,  brought  a  child  here,  who,  a  few  days  after,  appeared  to  have 
the  small  pox.  In  consequence  of  which,  some  who  came  hither 
since  that  disorder  was  last  here,  have  submitted  to  be  inoculated. 
Those  of  our  prople  who  were  at  the  Cape  with  brother  Kramer, 
and  were  inoculated  by  Dr.  Lichtensteen,  though  they  have  been 
in  the  Bricqua  Land,  where  the  small  pox  generally  prevails,  have 
not  caught  it.  This  circumstance  tends  much  to  quiet  our  minds, 
as  our  wives  are  only  inoculated  with  the  cow  pox. 

September  5.  The  small  pox  rages  among  us.  Of  those  who 
are  seized  with  it,  nearly  as  many  die  as  recover.  It  tends  greatly 
to  promote  inoculation  with  the  cow  pox,  that  several  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  so  inoculated,  have  slept  with  those  who  had  the  small  pox, 
andjiot  one  of  them  has  caught  it.  w—ansRi 


n 

GERMANY. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  of  a  very  reafiectable  CorrHfiondent  in 
Germany^  dated  June  28,  1808. 

*  ^  Therk  is  solid  ground  for  hope,  that  the  present  great  cala- 
miUes  on  the  continent  will  eventually  turn  out  for  the  eternal 
benefit  of  many  souls.  The  principles  of  modem  infidelity  receive 
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in  some  places,  a  deadly  blow;  and  several,  who  were  halting^be* 
tween  two  opmloos,  seem  now  fully  determined  to  adhere  to  the 
good  old  way. 

The  better  kind  of  scepdcs  are  driven  by  the  pressure  ^of 
of  the  times  to  seek  the  Lord  for  their  refuge;  and  many  of  the 
common  people  begin  to  think  very  seriously  about  the  preset 
Mte  of  affairs." 


SWEDEN. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr,  Patereoriy  at  Stockholm^  to  the  Secret 
tary  of  the  Religioua  Tract  Society  in  London^  July  18,  1808. 

The  liberal  donations  of  your  Society  have  filled  the  Religious' 
Tract  Society  in  Sweden  with  the  liveliest  emotions  of  gpratitude; 
but  they  know  not  what  to  say  or  think  of  the  fresh  proof  youi 
have  given  of  your  Christian  generosity,  and  the  deep  interest  you 
take  in  your  endeavours  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  salvation  in 
Sweden,  kc.  At  their  last  meeting  they  appointed  the  rev.  Mr. 

F - ,  their  secretary,  to  write  you  a  letter  of  thanks;  and  k 

was  resolved,  that  two  of  the  Swedish  tracts  should  be  translated; 
and  such  a  number  of  them  printed,  as  the  state  of  affairs  in  Fin¬ 
land  might  justify. 

Some  weeks  since,  the  rev.  Mr.  V.  was  called  to  go  with  the 
Swedish  fleet  to  the  coast  of  Finland.  He  took  a  number  of  tracts 
with  him,  which  he  has  distributed  among  the  sailors  and  soldiers, 
and  inhabitants  on  shore.  The  accounts  he  gives  of  their  recep¬ 
tion  are  truly  pleasant,  and  encourage  us  to  go  forward.  Even  the 

first  officers  have  received  them  thankfully.  Tracts  have  been 

■*■'1 

dealt  out  to  the  public  hospitals,  prisons,  poorhouses,  &c.:  they 
have  been  read  with  diligence;  and,  in  some  instances,  anxiously 
sought  after.  The  account  of  Covey  is  translated  into  Finnish; 
and  will  be  printed  next  week.  The  following  have  been  translated 
into  the  Swedish  language:  No.  1,  The  Great  Question  Answered; 
and  12,000  printed*  No.  2.  The  One  Thing  Needful;  and  15,000 
printed.  No.  3.  James  Covey;  and  20,000  printed.  No.  4.  Con- 
versatitm  between  Two  Travellers,  and  No.  5.  Poor  Joseph; 
15,000  of  each  of  these  will  be  printed.  Vivian’s  Diak^ues  are 
nearly  ready  for  the  press.  Such,  dear  brother,  is  the  state  of 
things  in  Sweden;  and  we  hope  you  will  help  us  to  bless  God  for 


ull  lie  iM^doDe  for  usy  and  enabled  us  to  diH  for  hn  glory  1  We 
caitoot  say  that  any  aoul  has  been  oooYerted  by  means  of  the 

Q 

tracts;  but  we  can  say  that  they  have  been  read)  in  general)  with 
much  attention;  and)  in  many  instances,  with  tears.  1;  have  been 
often  deUghled  to  see  elegantly  dressed  women  sitting  in  the  pub« 
lie  walkst  and  reading  them  to  their  companions.  If  we  should 
never  know  what  real  effects  they  have  produced,  we  are^sure 
that  so  many  thousands  as  have  already  been  dispersed,  have  not 
^  been  read  in  vain.  Return  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  friend  who  has 
thought  on  Sweden,  and  given  us  the  5/.  you  mention  in  your 
last.  By  the  same  post,  I  received  10/.  from  one  friend  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  5/.  from  another:  so  that  we  shall  proceed  with  increas¬ 
ing  seal.  With  the  25/.  last  granted  by  your  Society,  we  shall  be 
able  to  pay  for  our  whole  stock  of  paper;  and  we  shall  have  about 
80  rix-dollars  over;  but  the  printing  the'  tracts  already  in  hand, 
will  take  away  the  greatest  part  of  this  sum.  However,  we  arc 
confident  that  the  Lord  will  provide  more« 

BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

The  establishment  of  a  Bible  Society  for  distributing  bibles 
to  the  poor,  has,  for  some  time,  been  an  object  of  special  desire 
to  many  benevolent  Christians  in  this  country.  Contemplating  with 
unfeigned  pleasure,  the  extensive  good  doing  by  such  a  society  in 
Great  Britain,  they  wished  to  see  their  brethren  here  imitating 
their  truly  Christian  exertions.  We  feel  happy  m  anouncing  to 
the  public,  that  a  Bible  Society  was,  on  the  I  Ith  day  of  December 
last,  established  in  this  city;  and  a  constitution  for  it  adopted  unani¬ 
mously,  by  a  meeting  consisting  of  nearly  thirty  individuals,  clergy 
and  laity,  from  different  denominations  of  Christians. 

As  this  society  is  not  intended  for  this  country  generally,  and 
was  formed  on  the  supposition  that  others  like  it  would  be  esta- 
i  Iblished  in  other  states;  the  plan  may  be  regarded  by  some  as 
K  injudicious.  It  may,  therefore,  be  proper  to  mention  that  the  in¬ 
dividuals  with  whom*  it  originated  were  of  an  opinion,  that  a 
gp^neral  society  extending  throughout  the  United  States,  would 
^  be  unwieldy  and  languish  in  ail  places,  except  the  centre  of  its 
IP operations.  It  appeared  to  them  that  if  similar  societies  were  es- 
5  tablished  in  the  principal  cities  in  the  union,  they  might,  by  cor¬ 
responding  with  each  other  and  uniting  occasionally  their  funds, . 
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act  with  much  more  vigour  and  greater  efTect  than  one  genenA 
society.  On  this  plan  many  more  individuals  will  be  brought  into 
the  immediate  management  of  these  inalitutiomh  than  cbuld  be 
introduced  into  that  of  a  skigk  society;  who,  Ibeting  a  pimacuw 
lar  interest  in  their  prosperity,  will  be  prompted  to  exe^  them^ 
selves  more,  than  if  they  were  only  members,  in  procuring  ftindS) 
and  aiding  in  the  distribution  of  bibles.^^^^^^  / 

It  is,  therefore,  hoped  that  this  plan  will  meet  whh  general 
approbation,  and  that  believers  in  that  revelation  which  God 
hath  vouchsafed  to  give  to  our  world,  will  be  active  in  promoting 
bible  societies  in  our  principal  cities  and  towns. 

Who  that  knows  the  value  of  the  Uble,  and  has  fdt  the  power 
of  the  gospel  bringing  him  into  a  state  of  reconciliation  wkh  Grod, 
purifying  his  heart  from  tin,  and  blessing  him  with  consola* 
tion  and  with  the  hope  of  eternal  life,  does  not  wish  to  see  it  in  the 
hands  of  evtry  human  being?  Who  that  is  animated  with  love  to 
God  and  love  to  man,  can  withhold  his  support  from  a  ioclety  es¬ 
tablished  to  circulate  the  bible^  the  word  of  God^  among  the  poor 
and  the  ignorant?  Chrisdans!  let  us  endeavour  to  make  this  inva- 

.  ,  D 

luable  book,  this  book  more  precious  to  the  world  than  the  sun, 
and  shedding  upon  it  a  more  glorious,  a  diviner  light, ^  as  cbeap^ 
as  free  to  them,  as  the  light  of  day,  or  the  running  stream. 

The  following  is  the  constitution  of  the  Bible  Society. 

Tus  subscribers  having  taken  into  consideration  the  inestima¬ 
ble  value  of  the  Revelation  which  it  bath  pleased  God  to  make  to 
our  world  of  his  existence,  character,  will,  works  and  grace,  in 
Jesus  Christ,  in  the  bible;  and  of  the  great  benefits  to  be  expected 
from  the  distribution  of  it  among  persons  who  are  unable  or  not 
disposed  to^ purchase  it,  have  agreed  to  forc^  themselves  into  a 
society  for  that  purpose,  to  be  called 

"the  BIBLE  sbciETY;^ 

THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  WHICH  SHALL  BE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

1.  The  Bible  selected  for  publication  or  distribution  shall  be 
m'  without  notes;  copies  of  it  in  all  the  languages  in  which  it  is  cal- 
f  culated  to  be  useful  shall  be  distributed  when  deemed  necessary 
I  by  the  society. 

P .  3.  Each  peVson  who  becomes  a  member  of  the  society  shall 

pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  subscribing  the  constitution,  and 
two  dollars  every  year  afterwards.  Persons  who  subscribe  fifty 


dollars  or  more,  shall  be  members  durmg  life^  without  auy  further 
contribution.  „ 

3.  The  business  of  the  society  shall  be  conducted  by  twenty- 
four  managers,  who  shall,  after  the  first  election,  be  chosen  annu¬ 
ally  by  ballot  by  the  members  present  on  the  first  Monday  in  May, 
and  who  shall  within  three  days  afterwards  meet  and  choose  a 
president,  four  yice-presidents,  two  secretaries  and  a  treasurer  out^ 
of  their  own  body.  Seven  of  the  managers  shall  be  a  board  fori 
all  transactions,  except  the  appropriation  of  money  above  the  sum^ 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  when  thirteen  shall  be  necessary  to  con<^ 
stitute  a  board.  They  shall  make  by-laws  for  the  government  of 
the  society,  correspond  with  other  l^ble  societies,  keep  an  account 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  money,  and  lay  them  annu¬ 
ally  before  the  public,  with  an  account  of  the  issue  of  their  la¬ 
bours  in  the  great  object  of  the  society. 

4.  A  special  meeting  shall  be  called  at  any  time  by  the  presi-, 
dent,  or  by  any  three  managers  with  the  concurrence  of  the  pre¬ 
sident,  or  one  of  the  vice-presidents.  “ 

5.  No  alteration  of  this  constitution  shall  be  made  without  the 
concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  met  after  due  notifi¬ 
cation. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bible  Society  held  December  27th  1808, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  managers. 


Right  Rev.  Dr,  William  White, 
Rev.  Dr.  F.  Henry  Ch.  Helmuth, 
Ashbel  Green, 

Joseph  Pilmore, 
William  Staughton, 
James  Grtiy, 

Rev.  Mr.  Archibald  Alexander, 
Thomas  Ware, 

Philip  F.  Mayer 
Samuel  Helffenstein, 
Joseph  Zesline, 

Jacob  J.  Jane  way, 


Dr.  Benjamain  Rush, 

Mr.  Edward  Pennington, 
Peter  Vanpelt, 

Robert  Ralston, 

George  Krebs, 
Laurence  Seckel, 
William  ShufBebottom, 
Thomas  Allibone, 
Fr^is  Markoe, 
Frederick  Shinckle, 
Robert  Montgomery, 
Benjamin  B.  Hc^kins. 


And  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  managers,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  officers.  * 


■ 


Bight  Rev*  Bishop  WhitC}  President. 

Rev.  Dr.  Helmath, 

Dr.  Green, 

Dr.  Rush, 

Mr.  Pennington, 

Mr.  Ralston,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  Dr.  Staughton, 

Mr.  Hopkins, 


L  Vice  Prcsidenu. 


Secretaries. 


OBITUARY. 


MEMOIR  or  KRISHXO  PRESAUD. 

Taken  from  the  Bafitist  periodical  account. 

.Krishno  Prssaud  was  bom  at  Poorahbuttullah,  a  village 
joining  to  Nudeea.  He  was  of  the  brahman  cast,  and  brought  up 
in  all  the  errors  and  prejudices  of  the  Hindoo  religion.  It  was  the 
custom  of  his  family  to  bum  the  widows  of  their  deceased  hus¬ 
bands,  and  he  himself  was  initiated  into  all  the  abominable  idola¬ 
tries  of  the  heathens.  Having  received  the  gospel,  he  was  bap- 
Uzed  January  32,  1803;  was  chosen  a  deacon  oi  the  church  at 
Serampore,  January  17,  1806;  and  died  at  Burhampore  on  the 
34th  of  July  following,  in  the  21st  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the 
first  brahman  baptized  in  Bengal. 

Having  been  ill  for  a  long  time,  and  Dr.  Taylor,  brother 
Moore,  and  brother  Biss,  being  about  to  go  up  the  country,  he 
wished  to  accompany  them,  hoping  the  river  air  might  be  of  use 
to  him.  They  set  out  on  July  16.  About  two  days  after  leaving 
Serampore,  Dr.  Taylor  perceived  him  to  be  affected  with  dropsi¬ 
cal  swellings  in  his  feet;  and  considering  these  as  rather  alarming 
symptoms,  he  advised  him,  on  their  arrival  at  Cutwa,  not  to  pro¬ 
ceed  any  further.  He  was  desirous,  however,  to  go  on,  at  least  to 
Serasing  or  Malda;  adding,  with  great  composure,  that  it  made  no 
difference  to  him  whether  he  died  on  the  river,  or  on  the  land;  he 
was  engaged  in  the  Lord’s  work,  and  in  his  strength  he  would  go 
forward.  The  brethren  accordingly  yielded  to  his  wishes;  and 
brother  Chamberlain  went  two  or  three  days’  journey  with  them. 
On  the^  evening  of  July  23,  he  breathed  with  difficulty.  Dr.  Tay¬ 
lor,  on  .examing  the  symptoms  of  his  disorder,  perceived  that 
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tSe  watery  collections  must  have  extended  to  his  lungs,  and 
therefore  mentioned  to  brother  Chamberlain  that  it  would  be 
proper  for  him  to  return  to  Cutwa.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th, 
his  difficulty  of  breating  continued,  and  a  diarrhoea  supervened. 
Dr.  T.  intended  to  have  given  him  some  medicine  for  this;  but  a 
circumstance  occurred  which  for  some  time  parted  the  cook’s 
boat,  in  which  Presaud  lay,  from  the  other.  On  coming  together 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  brethren  learned  that  he  had  died 
about  an  hour  before,  without  manifesting  any  particular  symp« 
toms  or  apprehensions  of  his  speedy  dissolution.  A  little  be¬ 
fore  his  departure  he  informed  Boxoo,  a  native  servant,  and  once 
a  member  of  the  church,  that  he  was  hot;  on  which  he  desired 
him  to  bathe.  This  he  refused  to  do,  and  said  he  was  very  hun¬ 
gry.  Having  eaten  a  little  food,  he  sat  up;  and  feeling  a  pain  in  his 
ne^k,'  he  soon  lay  down,  shut  his  eyes,  and  expired. 

^  Early  the  next  morning,  July  25,  the  brethren  saw  his  remains 
interred  in  the  European  burying-ground,  at  the  military  station 
'at  Burhamporc. 

j]On  Lord’s  day,  August  10,  brother  Ward  preached  two  fu¬ 
neral  sermons'  for  him  at  Seram  pore;  one  in  English,  and  the 
'other  in  Bengalee,  from  2  Thess.  i.  10.  fVAen  hr  &haU  come  to  be 
glorified  in  his  saints^' and  admired  ht  all  them  that  believe.  From 
hence  we  extract  the^  following  particulars  of  the  character  of 
Krishno  Presaud.") 

He  manifested  an  habitual  and  confidence  in  Christ, 

Trained  up  under  the  idea  of  procuring  heaven  by  his  own  works, 
he  was  a  striking  proof  of  the  reality  of  that  change  which  the 
gospel  produces  in  all  who  cordially  believe  it.  Though  his  views 
of  evangelical  truth* were  more  obscure  at  the  commencement 
of  his  course,  yet  farther  discoveries  of  his  own  depravity,  added 
to  family  and  personal  affliction,-  brought  him  to  a  decided  and 
child-like  dependence  on  the  Saviour.  He  was  once  with  me  at 
brother  Sheetaram’s  in  Jessore.  In  reading  to  an  inquirer  some 
Bengalee  verse,  from  a  Christian  tract,  when  he  came  to  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  Christ’s  sufferings,  the  tears  ran  down  his  face,  and  he  wa** 
unable  to  praceed.  Being  fully  convinced  of  the  evil  of  his  na¬ 
ture,  and  of  all  his  actions,  he  became  established  in  the  important 
truth,  that  the  work  of  Christ  alone  suited  his  fallen  and  ruined 
condition.  He  saw  plainly  that  there  was  nothing  in  all  that ‘the 
Hindoo  gods  were  said  to  have  done,  which  could  effect  the  salva- 


tion  of  the  muI.  <<  Be  it  so,  (he  wpuld  say)  that  Ratn  fought  f(^ 
and  obuined  his  wife;  that  Kreeahnqo  killed  king  Kci^gshqej  and 
got  his  throne;  that  Doorga  killed  a  number  of  Uso  *  ;  suppose 
aM  this  to  be  true,  what  good  "do  these  things  do  to  you  or  ipe?  I 
who  am  a  sinner  find  nothing  here  by  which  my  sins  will  go  away, 

•r  by  which  1  can  get  to  heaven.  But  Christ  bqre  our  sins,  their 
guilt  and  punishment;  and  hence  he  is  the  Saviour.  His  work  was 
for  us,  and  our  salvation.  He  came  for  no  otlier  purpose;  not  like 
Krceshnoo  for  a  kingdom,  nor  like  Doorga  to  kill  Usoprs  and 
drink  their  blood;  but  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  losh  and 
to  become  the  i*ansom  of  sinners.” 

Not  only  by  his  words  did  he  confess  Christ  before  the  brah¬ 
mans,  and  in  the  very  face  of  all  who  hated  him  for  Christ’s  sake; 
but  his  r/im//an  walk  confiiined  his  testimony,  and  proved  the  sin- 
aerity  of  his  heart.  He  possessed  tendei*ness  of  conscience  amongst 
a  people  who  makes  in  their  plaything,  and  amongst  whom  this 
sentiment  is  universal,  that  sin  is  the  play  of  the  gods.  He  re¬ 
garded  truth  amongst  a  nation  of  liars;  whose  very  gods  were 
liars;  and  whose  shastres.  in  certain  cases,  declare  the  innocence 
of  lying.  He  was  a  man  of  integrity  amongst  a  nation  who  value 
themselves  on  their  dexterity  in  the  arts  of  deception  and  fraud. 
Divine  grace  thus  changed  his  dispositions  andhis  habits,  and  ena¬ 
bled  him  to  make  head  against  sin;  which  runs  through  the  plains 
of  Bengal  in  a  mighty  torrent,  superior  to  that  of  the  Ganges, 
carrying  all  before  it  into  the  vortex  of  destruction.  It  was  time 
that  God  should  work  in  some  such  way,  and  bring  forth  a  seed 
to  serve  him,  out  of  the  very  heart  of  the  idolaters;  for  idolatry, 
by  its  toleration  of  sin,  by  its  easy  ways  of  removing  it,  and  by 
its  public  spectacles,  has  drawn  the  world  after  it.  Hence  the  Hin¬ 
doos  worship  their  Rams  and  Kreeshnoos,  the  mussulmans  the! 
Peers,*  the  feringee  catholics  their  crucifixes  and  virgin  Marys; 

•  The  Mussulmans  present  offerings  to  tlieir  peers,  or  saints,  and  per¬ 
form  religious  ceremonies  to  them;  as  the  Hindoos  do  to  their  gods.  The 
ferinjs^e  catholics  find  compltte  substitutes-  for  their  former  idols  in  the 
images  of  the  virgin,  8tc.  At  Christmas  they  present  the  flowers  and  buds  j 
of  a  tree  to  the  crucifix,  before  which  they  are  laid  for  a  time,  and  then  H 
the  priest  dtstributes  them  as  holy  things  among  the  people  who  go  to  9 
church.  At  the  same  time  he  gives  them  water,  in  which  the  crucifix  has 
been  bathed.  They  carry  these  things  home  as  sacred,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  Hindoos  do  the  fruits  and  flowers  which  have  been  offered  to  their  j 
gods.  -i 

• 


and  even  Europeans,  who  profess  to  believe  in  Christianity^  in 
more  'irays  than  one  contribute  tc  the  support  of  idolatry. 


Our  brother  Presaud  discovered  a  decided  aversion  to  every 
thing  connected  with  this  system  of  iniquity,  and  a  strict  adher¬ 
ence  to  the  gospel  as  the  only  rule  of  faith  in  practice.  He  was 
never  known  to  lean  to  idolatry  in  any  one  instance  after  his  con¬ 
version.  He  did  not  indeed  relinquish  the  domestic  manners  and 
innocent  customs  of  the  Hindoos:  he  was  no  advocate  for  making 
the  converts  Englishmen;  for  he  knew  that  this  would  be  a  &tal 
impediment  to  the  reception  of  the  gospel;  as  the  very  dress  of 
the  English  is  offensive  to  the  Hindoos.  However,  though  in  these 
things  he  was  a  Hindoo,  yet  he  never  discovered  the  least  desire 
to  give  either  the  forms  or  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  an  idolatrous 
complexion.  He  neither  bowed  to  their  images,  nor  regarded  any 
of  their  ceremonies;  but  used  to  say,  that  the  repeating  of  the 
gyti'ee  never  came  into  his  mind  from  the  time  that  he  received 
the  gospel.  Of  his  own  accord  he  renounced  the  poitou,  and  all 
the  honoui’s  of  brahmanism,  and  gave  us  a  copy  of  the  wonder¬ 
ful  secret  of  the  gytree,  as  an  old  rag.  He  not  only  himself  ab¬ 
stained  from  all  the  idolatrous  shows,  night  poojahs,  dances  and 
songs,  but  was  the  means  of  restraining  others,  and  counted  all 
things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
Jesus  his  Lord.  Once  or  twice  he  observed,  “till  I  obtained  the  re¬ 
ligious  tracts.  I  did  not  know  that  the  gods  had  been  guilty  of  such 
abominations.  I  had  merely  heard  that  there  were  such  and  such 
gods,  and  that  to  worship  them  was  the  certain  means  of  salvation. 
Thousands  and  thousands  are  still  in  the  same  case,  home  down 
the  stream,  without  knbwing  whither  it  will  carry  them.” 

His  attachment  to  evangelical  truth  was  very  decided.  The 
doctrine  of  the  fall,  the  deity  and  incarnation  of  Christ,  his  suffer¬ 
ings  and  death  as  the  all-atoning  sacrifice;  these  were  cordially  re¬ 
ceived  by  him  as  the  only  foundation  of  his  hope. 

He  was  a  conscientious  observer  of  the  times  of  ftreachingy 
firayevy  and  other  Christian  duties,  I  have  sometimes  found  him, 
and  two  other  Christian  families,  whose  houses  joined  each  other, 
engaged  in  family  worship  in  a  morning,  when  no  one  expected 
that  I  should  call,  and  have  heard  him  lament  that  he  was  some- 
times  obliged  to  attend  to  business  early,  as  it  interfered  with  fa¬ 
mily  worship.  In  his  attendance  at  the  Lord’s  table,  he  manifested 
the  greatest  solemnity.  We  endeavour  to  avoid  layingan  improper 
stress  on  this  ordinance;  but  have  found  it  difficult  to  raise  the 
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POETRY. 

MONODY. 

On  the  death  of  the  Rev.  James  Whitehead^  D.  D.  late  pas* 
tor  of  Christ  Church  Baltimore,  formerly  of  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

Yet,  once  more,  O  ye  noble,  and  once  more 
Ye  generous  minds  by  mutual  feelings  touch’d. 

When  candour,  truth,  and  piety’s  the  theme. 

Lament  with  m^%  loss,  we  all  must  share; 

The  relative,  the  friend,  the  Christian  mourn. 

Theologus  is  dead!  lost,  to  us  all. 

Nor  shall  his  num’rous  virtues  charm  us  more. 

Where’s  now  tha  ardent,  the  benignant  soul 
Alive  to  all  the  hopes,  the  wants  of  those 
Within  the  sphere  of  his  extensive  ken; 

Warm  to  advise,  beneficent  to  aid 

W'ith  wisdom  guided,  and  with  skill  bestow’d 

Which  gain’d  the  meed  of  gratitude  so  due? 

Where  now  that  upright  uncorrupted  mind 
So  quite  devoid  of  sentiments  of  guile 
That  seem’d  as  if  sincerity  came  down 
To  take  her  dwelling  with  the  sons  of  men? 

That  candour  too,  with  countenance  benign 
That  spoke  of  others’  failings  or  his  own, 

As  if,  by  truth’s  pure  prism,  facts  were  view’d 
And  not  expos’d  for  slander  but  reform? 

And  whei'e  that  pathos  and  that  holy  zeal 
That  fixjm  his  heart  expressive  seem’d  to  flow 
When  in  the  sacred  charge  he  was  engag’d 


devotional  feelings  of  some  of  our  native  members  to  a  proper 
pitch  on  these  occasions.  Little  familiarized  to  a  spiritual  Hie,  and 
to  the  deriving  of  spiritual  instruction  from  the  elements  of  food) 
like  the  Corinthians,  all  converts  recently  turned  from  heathenism) 
are  in  danger  of  underrating  the  importance  and  spirituality  of  the 
Lord’s  supper.  But  after  its  nature  and  design  had  been  explained 
to  our  deceased  brother,  he  generally  sat  in  his  place  with  his 
eyes  closed;  and  abstracted  from  all  around  him,  he  appeared  to 
be  meditating  on  a  crucified  Redeemer. 

[7b  be  continued. \ 


Of  wiminfi^i  er  oi  leading  soult  to  heaven? 

Where  are  these  virtues  now?  alas!  no  mof%f 
We  view  them  by  ensainpk;  but  we  still 
May  profit  by  remembrance^  nor  foi^et 
The  doctrine  from  his  lips  so  oft  convey’d. 

That  even  such  virtues  must  be  sanctifiedf 
And  owe  their  value  as  they  owe  their  birth) 

(Motive  and  end  and  agency  ascrib’d) 

To  the  prime  fountain  of  redeeming  love.  ^ 

Such  was  Theologus;  and  yet  the  friend 
By  truth  thus  prompted,  to  record  his  fame) 

Could  also  tell  of  intellectual  powers; 

Of  stores  of  erudition  ;  of  the  lore  .  ' 

That  gave  both  force  and  ornament  to  truth; 

But  that  no  muse  as  yet  hath  lent  her  aid 
By  voice  of  inspiration  sweet  to  sing. 

Or  yet  bis  ear  attun’d  to  grace  his  theme, 

By  harmony  of  numbers  aptly  meet, 

He  therefore  deems  it  for  himself  more  wise. 

Of  moral  worth  in  artless  verse  to^tell, 

While  loftier  bards  their  loftier  themes  may  sing« 

Yet  this  result,  reflection  may  deduce 
That  worth  and  talents,  youth  and  health  alikQ 
With  time  mispent  or  genius' misemploy’d 
Await  the  hasty  summons  to  withdraw 
And  teach  all  worUUy  hofie^  that  life  is  vain. 

QUIDAM. 


IVho  among  ua  shall  dwdl  with  devouring  fire? 

To  fields  of  fire  or  seats  of  day, 

Each  hour  accelerates  our  way; 

Who  among  us,  let  conscience  tell 
Shall  with  devouring  burnings  dwell? 

See  thousands  as  they  lose  their  breath 
Pass  from  the  first  to  second  death; 

Dragg’d*  from'  the  rounds  of  flattering  sin 
Victims  they  fall,  of  wrath  divine. 

Dr.  Scott  renders  Psalm  xxvilL  3.  Drag  me  not  away  with  the 
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In  hdl’s  strong  prison  prest  with  chdas, 
Sons  of  the  mom  feel  endless  pains; 
While  on  the  Inst  of  A<lath^  race 
The  deathless  worm  for  ever  preys. 


What  shrieks  the  frighten’d  ear  assail, 
Where  Tophet  spreads  his  dismal  vale; 
But  hark !  the  drumsf  of  justice  roar, 

And  fright’ning  shrieks  are  heard  no  more. 

jfesus  I  hasten  from  the  pit, 

And  fall  a  suppliant  at  thy  feet; 

Well  I  deserve  the  dreadful  flame. 

But,  Oh!  my  refuge  is  thy  name. 
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THE  lord’s  FREEMAN.  1  CoT.  Vli.  22. 

Arm’d  principalities  delight. 

Their  thousands  to  injure; 

Satan  their  chief  feasts  dn  the  sight. 

And  b^ara  the  key  secure. 

A  captive'  once  to  sin  aikl  hell. 

Content,'  in  chains,  I  lay;  ‘  i 

Foul  and  dishonour’d  was  my  cell. 

Excluding  every  ray. 

Still  had  i  lain ;  but  tbrongh  the  gloom, 

A  voice  of  thunder  came ; 

Pris’ner  escape  the  wrath  to  come, 

Fly  from  eternal  flame! 

1  saw  the  pit  its  fires  disclose. 

And  saw  the  opening  skies; 

Alarm’d  on  bended  knee  I  rose, 

And  rais’d  to  heav’n  my  cries. 

Jesus,  from  yon  imperial  plains, 

Approach’d  on  mercy’s  wing; 

Shook  down  my  prison,  loos’d  my  chains, 

And  hid  the  rescu’d  sing. 

f  Tophet  was  a  place  on  the  east  of  Jenisakm  which  derived  its 
name  from  the  beating  of  drums  to  drown  the  cries  of  the  children  who 
were  there  burned  to  Moloch.  Mr.  Brown  says  it  may  be  rendered  the 
.  valley  of  shrieking.  How  awful  an  image  of  future  punishment 
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i  Assist  my  song,  congenial  minds, 
From  death  and  bondage  freed; 
i  For,  whom  the  Son  of  God  unbinds, 
Has  liberty  indeed. 

HYMN. 

BT  A  LADT  SINCe"  DECEASED. 

Tell  me  oh  I  thou  my  soul’s  delight, 
Where  thou  dost  feed  thy  fleecy  care? 
And  when  the  noonday  sun  shines  bright 
Where  does  thy  flock  for  rest  repair? 

Ah !  why  must  I  in  sorrow  rove. 

And  turn  aside  by  other  tents? 

No  peace  my  wand’ring  soul  can  prove 
^  Thy  absence  every  joy  prevents. 

O  let  me  hear  thy  tuneful  voice, 

Thee  leaping  on  the  mountains  top; 
Skip  o’er  the  hills,  my  heart  rejoice 
And  let  thy  lips  pure  honey  drop. 

By  night  I  seek  thee  on  my  bed; 

But  ah!  how  vain  my  every  cafe! 
Then  feebly  raise  my  weary  head, 

And  to  the  city  streets  repair. 

Ye  watchmen,  tell  me,  have  you  seen 
Him  whom  my  soul  desires  to  find? 
Cheer  me  with  hope’s  enlivening  beam, 
And  lead  me  who  am  lame  and  blind. 

Awake,  O  north  wind,  come  thou  south. 
And  gently  on  my  garden  blow; 
Descend  ye  showers,  allay  its  drought, 
And  let  the  spicy  fragrance  flow. 

Then  shall  my  love  delight  to  come. 
And  in  my  garden  shades  recline: 

My  heart  expands  to  make  him  room, 
And  pants  to  call  him  fully  mine. 
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